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Common indicators and targets 

(1) Establishment and operation of joint/double degree programs
Regarding the joint/double degree programs, students comprising the first student cohort have enrolled into the Kyoto University and 

Heidelberg University Joint Degree Master of the Arts Program in Transcultural Studies and the Kyoto-McGill International Collaborative 
School in Genomic Medicine, which have been in a preparatory stage until now. 
Agreements on five new double programs have been signed; a cotutelle program by the Graduate School of Science and École Normale

Supérieure de Lyon (ENS Lyon) of this type is to be launched by Kyoto University. This constitutes an advancement in the double degree 
system at Kyoto University while simultaneously providing students with a more diverse selection. 

University reform

(2) Kyoto iUP
The Kyoto University International Undergraduate Program (Kyoto iUP) was launched in FY2017; in FY2018, students began enrolling into the 

preparatory courses.
After students enroll, the program continuously provides them with thorough Japanese language training to foster talented foreign students, 

who will lead globally active Japanese corporations and society; at the same time, Kyoto University will continue to aggressively recruit superior, 
highly-motivated foreign students from around the world.

Education reform
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(3) Dissemination of information in English
By distributing English press releases overseas and holding press tours for foreign media 

representatives, we disseminated a large quantity of information that we have actively developed 
overseas. We have also received an increasing number of requests from leading overseas media 
organizations, such as the New York Times, England’s BBC, and Mind Field (American YouTube 
channel) to collect information about the research achievements and researchers at Kyoto 
University. Their subsequent reports have been broadcast on lengthy special news programs.
By effectively showcasing the achievements of Kyoto University overseas, we have enhanced 

our university’s international presence and conducted publicity activities, which have accordingly 
attracted superior students from foreign countries. 

(4) Building support for study abroad
Led by the International Education Administrator, we participated in overseas educational fairs, conducted interviews, and gathered information 

at universities positioned to enter into inter-university student exchange agreements with Kyoto University; we then shared the information that 
we obtained with the relevant departments and investigated future courses of action. 
We signed new inter-university student exchange agreements with 13 universities in FY2018 while simultaneously beginning negotiations with 

22 additional institutions. We conducted a total of 4 short-term programs directed at English-speaking countries with the following institutions: 
Oxford University (England), University of California, Davis (USA), McGill University (Canada), and the University of New South Wales 
(Australia). This enabled us to meet the requirements to study abroad in English-speaking countries. We will continue to negotiate with 
universities in more regions in the future.

(1) Strengthening administrative systems
The management of this project is led by the Super Global Course Project Implementation Management Consultative Committee, a university-

wide organization established as a management system that revised its regulations in FY2018; at that point, it changed the position of 
President to that of Chairperson, thereby strengthening the project’s governance system. 
Further, this consultative committee’s members comprise the International Strategy Office, which handles centralized planning and policy 

proposals related to international strategy, the Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences, which is in charge of general education, and the leaders 
of major postgraduate courses, who conduct the project through a university-wide implementation system.

(2) Launching the internationalization promotion system
The Kyoto University Basic Concept for Internationalization - Bridging the World through Excellence – was enacted and announced to  

undertake initiatives from the medium to long-term perspective to further promote internationalization centered on the International Strategy 
Office.

(1) Promoting General and Cross-Departmental Education for Graduate Students
We have been operating the Kyoto University Transdisciplinary Graduate Program to equip graduate students with wide-ranging perspectives 

and research capabilities, broad vision, and creativity, which will enable them to create new fields of research. This year we reviewed the 
design of the program together with interdisciplinary education courses and reclassified them into a new category of interdisciplinary graduate 
courses. 
Some subjects included in the Super Global course of study will be open to students from other graduate schools as part of the group of 

interdisciplinary graduate courses that have been added to this new category, thereby spreading initiatives from this project throughout all 
sectors of the university. 

(3) Appointment of distinguished visiting professors, associate professors/lecturers, etc.
In AY 2014, we established the new academic position of distinguished visiting professor to 

enable employment of international researchers from leading universities. The positions of 
distinguished visiting associate professor and distinguished visiting lecturer were also established 
starting in AY 2015. This system is steadily yielding results, with a total of ninety eight 
appointments made as of March 31, 2019.

(Lecture by a distinguished visiting professor)



Initiatives for the enhancement of international reputation

University’s own indicators and targets

Results for the promotion of collaboration with foreign universities Type A only (AY 2018)

(2) Internationally co-authored papers by students
We conduct initiatives to encourage and support students presenting papers at international conferences (six hundred and fifty-one in 2018). 

In the future, we intend to increase the number of internationally co-authored papers through the introduction of joint curricular and degree 
programs. 

Dissemination of MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses)
Eight MOOCs that had been developed by last year continued to be disseminated in the 

fields of mathematics, human biosciences, chemistry, and the social sciences and humanities. 
In the discipline of chemistry, oral examinations were given to students interning abroad using 
the Skype platform. 
The MOOCs that were disseminated were read by many people around the world, and 

garnered a significant response. They not only provided people around the world with an 
opportunity to access the advanced research and education provided by Kyoto University, but 
they are also certain to attract highly-motived talented students from around the world in the 
future. 

Social Sciences and Humanities
The joint degree program, Kyoto University and Heidelberg University Joint Degree Master of Arts Program in Transcultural Studies, enrolled its 

first cohort   of students in Japan in April 2018, including students transferring from Heidelberg University. In October, these students began 
study at Heidelberg University. Another double degree program (Doctoral course) has been established with the University of Glasgow, and 
student selection has begun. Negotiations are in progress with Chulalongkorn University and Wageningen University & Research concerning the 
establishment of joint student guidance programs. 

Human Biosciences
The Kyoto-McGill International Collaborative School in Genomic Medicine, a joint degree program that has been in the preparatory stage until 

now, enrolled its first cohort of students in April 2018, thereby enabling Kyoto University to begin providing education through a program that is 
highly integrated with a top-level foreign university. Any problems discovered during the actual implementation have been addressed by 
improving and strengthening the curricula in cooperation with McGill University 

Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 
To complete the plans for joint degree or double degree programs, Kyoto University has accepted faculty from leading Western universities (for 

example, Hamburg University of Technology, Oxford University) as invited or specially appointed invited professors and Kyoto University has 
begun detailed discussions. 

Mathematics 
Kyoto University signed a joint-type, double degree program agreement with École Normale Supérieure de Lyon (ENS Lyon) in August 2018 

and began accepting students in October. 

Environmental Studies 
Kyoto University has entered into a double degree program (Master’s Course) agreement with Tsinghua University. Double degree programs 

established in the past, including those with Mahidol University, Bogo Agricultural University, and Bandung Institute of Technology, have resulted 
in a smooth series of student exchanges. 

Public Health 
Students continue to be dispatched and accepted under previously established Double degree programs while discussions are simultaneously 

conducted to reach new agreements; discussion on the signing of an academic exchange agreement with the London School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine has begun.

Kyoto University 

(1) Number of students dispatched overseas under the John Mung Program
In AY 2018, one hundred and eighty-eight students were dispatched under the John Mung Program, which provides talented, motivated 

students with opportunities to study abroad. We are also working to increase the number of outbound study abroad students through
initiatives such as Omoro Challenge, an experiential outbound support system under which students organize their own travel plans rather 
than participating in pre-made study abroad programs. Through these initiatives, another thirty-two students were supported to study abroad.

Initiatives in Super Global Courses
By offering courses taught by faculty members of our overseas partner universities in the six areas in which Super Global Courses are offered 

(Mathematics, Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Human Biosciences, Social Sciences and Humanities, Environmental Studies, and Public 
Health), we have provided numerous Kyoto University students with opportunities to learn from faculty members of top overseas universities, 
thereby boosting their motivation as learners and cultivating their interest in studying at overseas universities. Twenty one students (nine in 
Mathematics, two in Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, three in Public Health, and seven in Social Sciences and Humanities) completed 
their courses in AY 2017 after having their research and thesis supervised by overseas faculty members.
The Super Global Courses are now yielding results that attest to their high educational quality. For example, students completing the courses 

have given invited papers at international conferences and co-authored papers with members of the lab at their overseas host universities, 
which have been published in Science and other leading international journals.

A MOOC offered on edX


