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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-  
（サイエンス・ダイアログ事業 実施報告書） 

 
- Fellow’s name （講師氏名）:     Yi Danyun            （ID No.P21002） 
 
- Name and title of the accompanying person （講義補助者の職・氏名） 
        岐阜県立恵那高等学校 教諭 夏目先生、小林先生                            
 
- Participating school （学校名）:  岐阜県立恵那高等学校                                          
 
- Date （実施日時）:          09/02/2022                 （Date/Month/Year:日/月/年）  
 
- Lecture title （講義題目）: 
        Representations of the Asura in ancient East Asia                                           
 
 
- Lecture format （講義形式）: 
  ◆☐Onsite ・ ☒Online (Please choose one.)（対面 ・ オンライン）（（どちらか選択ください。）） 
  ◆Lecture time （講義時間）  30    min （分）, Q&A time （質疑応答時間）   15  min （分） 
  ◆Lecture style（ex.: used projector, conducted experiments） 

（講義方法 （例：プロジェクター使用による講義、実験・実習の有無など）） 

                     プロジェクター使用による講義                                                    
 
- Lecture summary （講義概要）: Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words. 
 

The presentation talked about representations of the Asura (a type of supernatural being in 
Buddhism) in ancient East Asia. I gave some examples to show that how the depiction of the 
Asura was changed in different countries and areas along the Silk Road, and emphasized that 
the Asura is a supernatural being associated with Buddhist cosmology. 

There are two types of the Asura which can be found in China and Japan. One type is the Asura 
which is always represented as one member of eight attendants, and the other type is the Asura 
which is always represented with Mt. Sumeru together.  

In the former case, the Asura is considered as a supernatural being whose responsibility is to 
protect Buddhism. In the latter case, the Asura is considered as a supernatural being associated 
with Buddhist cosmology.  

In order to visualize that the Asura has a very huge body, some Chinese examples painting 
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represent the Asura standing in the deep oceans without showing his feet.  

There is a Buddhist story that explains why the Asura has a very huge body. According to the 
story, the Asura used to be a very poor man in his past life, and had been swept away in deep 
rivers for several times. The poor man wished he could have a very huge body to be able to cross 
any rivers easily, and prayed to the Buddha. Finally, the poor man died and got reincarnated as 
the Asura whose body is very huge. Even if the ocean is very deep, its water level still cannot 
reach the Asura’s knees. 
 
  ◆Other noteworthy information （その他特筆すべき事項）:  
 
    受講した生徒たちは自らも発表を行った。 
 
 
- Impressions and commnets from the accompanying person （講義補助者の方から、本事業に対する

意見・感想等がありましたら、お願いいたします。）:
 


