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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program- 
（サイエンス・ダイアログ事業 実施報告書）

- Fellow’s name （講師氏名）: Uku Tooming （ID No. P19762  ） 

- Name and title of the accompanying person （講義補助者の職・氏名）

Kengo Miyazono (Associate Professor of Philosophy)

- Participating school （学校名）: Sapporo Asahigaoka Senior High School 

- Date （実施日時）: 19/03/2019 （Date/Month/Year:日/月/年） 

- Lecture title （講義題目）:
  What is Philosopher’s Work?

- Lecture format （講義形式）:
◆Lecture time （講義時間）  20 min （分）, Q&A time （質疑応答時間）  40 min （分）

◆Lecture style（ex.: used projector, conducted experiments）
（講義方法 （例：プロジェクター使用による講義、実験・実習の有無など））

Used projector to show slides

- Lecture summary （講義概要）: Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words.
In my lecture, after providing a brief overview of my background and some facts about Estonia, I
gave an introduction to contemporary philosophical research. Instead of defining what philosophy
is, I brought out some examples of distinctively philosophical questions and methods to show that
philosophy is in important respects different from natural sciences like chemistry or physics and
from humanities like literature. Among the methods, I highlighted argumentation and puzzle-
solving, of which I gave more specific examples in what followed when I introduced my own main
areas of research: philosophy of mind and aesthetics. With regard to philosophy of mind, I first
talked about some of the main questions in that area, such as ”What is consciousness?”
and ”What is emotion?” and the mind-body problem, and gave an example of an argument in
favor of a view that mind can exist independently of body. I showed how the argument is
constructed and how it is evaluated (i.e., how premises have to be true and the conclusion has to
follow from the premises for the argument to be successful). With regard to aesthetics (and
philosophy of art), I brought out some standard aesthetic questions, such as ”What is art?”
and ”What is beauty?”, and some less central questions, such as ”Can good art be ugly?”
and ”Can food be art?”. I then illustrated philosophical puzzle-solving with an aesthetic puzzle of
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how it is possible to be afraid of monsters in movies, if one does not believe in monsters. I also 
showed how the puzzle can be responded to, namely, by rejecting one of the claims that 
generates the puzzle. 
 
 
 
  ◆Other noteworthy information （その他特筆すべき事項）:  
Nothing else comes to mind. 
 
 
 
- Impressions and commnets from the accompanying person （講義補助者の方から、本事業に対する

意見・感想等がありましたら、お願いいたします。）: 
 
 
This is a really useful event not only for high-school students but also JSPS fellows as well. I 
strongly recommend this for other JSPS fellows as well, and I am happy to be involved in this in 
one way or another again in the future.   

 


