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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program- 
（サイエンス・ダイアログ事業 実施報告書）

- Fellow’s name （講師氏名）: Liting Lin （ID No. P20005 ）

- Name and title of the accompanying person （講義補助者の職・氏名）

- Participating school （学校名）: Gifu Prefectural Ena High School    

- Date （実施日時）:   10/2/2021 （Date/Month/Year:日/月/年） 

- Lecture title （講義題目）:
Rethink the Women of the Late Qing Dynasty

- Lecture format （講義形式）:
◆Lecture time （講義時間）  35 min （分）, Q&A time （質疑応答時間）   10  min （分） 
◆Lecture style（ex.: used projector, conducted experiments）

（講義方法 （例：プロジェクター使用による講義、実験・実習の有無など））

online(cisco webex meetings),used PowerPoint and videos

- Lecture summary （講義概要）: Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words.

There are two parts of my lecture. First, I talked a little about my hometown. Then I showed a video about 
the Chinese Spring Festival and the customs. People in the north of China eat dumplings, while in many 
families, people eat fish，too. This is because the pronunciation of “fish” is [yu], which sounds like the 
word for “surplus” 「余る」, signifying a rich year.  

I also shared how I became a scholar. I started studying the Japanese language, Japanese film, and 
literature when I entered a local university. After graduating, I went to Guangzhou to continue my studies 
there. That is when I got a chance to come to Japan as an exchange student. I lived in Nishinomiya, a city 
in Hyogo for 1 year, and then I went to Doshisha University to pursue a doctoral degree.  

Then I went into detail about my research. So far, I’ve mainly engaged in studying the image of overseas 
students in modern Japanese and Chinese literature. Here is a book I wrote, based on my PhD dissertation. 
The key words are “overseas students”, “modernity”, “Sino-Japanese relations”, and “war”. Recently, I 
have been researching the women of the late Qing Dynasty, especially those who went abroad to study. I 
chose to do so because research on overseas students is mostly concentrated on boys, but there were in fact 
lots of female students who went to Japan, America, France and so on.   

About the image of the women of the late Qing Dynasty, I used a brief video telling the history of the foot-
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binding in China and told students that there was a lot of criticism against Chinese women, because most 
of them used to bind their feet, lacked modern education, and relied on men. A prominent intellectual named 
Liang Qichao called for them to become “new women”, learn English and contribute to their country. In 
this sense, the girls who went abroad to study were welcome to do so. 

In previous studies, some attention has been given to Chinese girls studying in Japan, like Qiu Jin. So, I 
wandered – what about girls who went to America in the nineteenth century? I did a bit of research and 
stumbled upon a woman by the name of Dr. Yamei Kin. Until now, studies have mainly focused on her 
medical work, but I’m interested in her activities as a “new woman”. As a matter of fact, when she was in 
America, she gave over 50 lectures aimed at Americans and attempted to contrast Eastern and Western 
culture. My interest lies in figuring out how we can understand the thinking of Dr. Kin, both from a 
historical and a literary perspective.  

In addition, I want to reconsider Dr. Kin’s experience abroad from an East Asian perspective. In other 
words, I believe that if we look at Dr. Kin’s experience as part of the history of Asia, not just China, we 
might get some new ideas. 

 
  ◆Other noteworthy information （その他特筆すべき事項）:  
 
There are three questions from students. 
1.What difficulties when read historical records. 
2.How do you plan on celebrating the Chinese Spring Festival. 
3.What is the difference at the university from China to Japan. 
 
 
- Impressions and commnets from the accompanying person （講義補助者の方から、本事業に対する

意見・感想等がありましたら、お願いいたします。）:
 


