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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-  
（サイエンス・ダイアログ事業 実施報告書） 

 
- Fellow’s name （講師氏名）: Cecile Anna Sarabian             （ID No. P19088       ） 
 
- Participating school （学校名）:    Gifu Kamo High School                                         
 
- Date （実施日時）:  30/01/2020                          （Date/Month/Year:日/月/年）  
 
- Lecture title （講義題目）: Disgust in non-human primates                                                     
 
- Name and title of the accompanying person （講義補助者の職・氏名） 
        Yuri Kawaguchi (PhD student, Primate Research Institute)                                                        
 
- Lecture format （講義形式）: 
  ◆Lecture time （講義時間）   90 min （分）, Q&A time （質疑応答時間）  20 min （分） 
  ◆Lecture style（ex.: used projector, conducted experiments） 

（講義方法 （例：プロジェクター使用による講義、実験・実習の有無など）） 

    Slides projected on the wall, interactive presentation with quizzes, experiments, and videos 
 
- Lecture summary （講義概要）: Please summarize your lecture from 200-500 words. 
 
Imagine living in a world where parasites and infectious diseases are everywhere. No soap, no 
water purification tablets, no insect repellent and potentially lots of infected mates. This is the 
world that most wild social animals including non-human primates – our closest relatives – live in. 
Therefore, it is important for those animals’ survival to develop behaviors that reduce infection-
risk by parasites. One emotion helping them to do so is disgust. Primates and other animals can 
remain healthier by recognizing which food, which environment, and which mate is a potential 
source of infection, and thus avoid them. During this lecture, students saw that non-human 
primates such as Japanese macaques, long-tailed macaques, mandrills, chimpanzees, and 
bonobos, avoid contaminated food through different sensory cues (visual, olfactory, tactile), alike 
humans. In addition, parasite avoidance behaviors may be associated with lower parasite 
infection. To illustrate this, they participated in similar experiments (when possible) and were able 
to see/touch items used during fieldwork (e.g. feces replica). In this lecture, I also shared some 
of my background as a French-Iranian cognitive ecologist/primatologist, who loves sport, nature 
and travels ; and what attracted me into the scientific world, more particularly into the world of 
disgust. To trigger attention and curiosity from the audience, questions and answers were 
regularly performed regarding the different primate species studied and results from the 
experiments. Finally, the lecture ended with the perspective of how research on disgust could be 
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applied to animal conservation and public health by mitigating human-wildlife conflicts (using 
animal disgust) and enforcing better ecotourism practices (using human disgust).  
 
 
  ◆Other noteworthy information （その他特筆すべき事項）:  
 
The teachers and the staff at the school were very welcoming and engaging. 
 
 
- Impressions and comments from the accompanying person （講義補助者の方から、本事業に対する

意見・感想等がありましたら、お願いいたします。）:
Mrs. Yuri Kawaguchi was perfect as an accompanying person. She knew about my research 
topic and was interested in outreach so, I think it also benefitted her for future educational 
activities. She translated keywords when needed, help stimulate discussion and she also 
brought a world atlas of primates for students to look at. 


