
Date （日付） 

17/10/2019 （Date/Month/Year：日/月/年） 

 

Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program- 
（サイエンス・ダイアログ事業 実施報告書）

- Fellow’s name （講師氏名）: Saskia Carola Schimmel （ID No. P19752 ） 

- Participating school （学校名）: Gifu Prefectural Ena High School 

- Date （実施日時）: 16/10/2019 （Date/Month/Year:日/月/年） 

- Lecture title （講義題目）:  International research experience of a materials scientist

- Name and title of the accompanying person （講義補助者の職・氏名）

- Lecture format （講義形式）:

◆Lecture time （講義時間）  35   min （分）, Q&A time （質疑応答時間）  10   min （分） 

◆Lecture style（ex.: used projector, conducted experiments）

（講義方法 （例：プロジェクター使用による講義、実験・実習の有無など））

Used powerpoint with many pictures but without experiments 

- Lecture summary （講義概要）: Please summarize your lecture from 200-500 words.

The content of the lecture was based on my scientific career and life experience. In the beginning, 

I gave a short self-introduction including where I am from (starting with a globe and ending at my 

tiny home village, which I thought may be an interesting example at a school in a rural area). I 

tried to give the students some idea about an international researcher’s career, starting with my 

time as a university student. Also, I tried to introduce some fundamental aspects of my field of 

study/research while trying to explain things in a simple way using everyday life experience. I had 

an example of crystal growth that occurs in nature with a hopefully impressive picture which I did 

not explain in detail but included a link to a video in English (which shows and explains the 

formation of giant crystals in a cave in Mexico). I hope some students may be curious enough to 

take it as an additional listening practise. Those fundamental aspects (What is a single crystal?, 

What is crystal growth?, What is a semiconductor? What are semiconductors good for?) showed 

up later in the lecture at some points when I briefly introduced my work as a student research 

assistant, Bachelor/Master/PhD theses and my fellowship project. Based on my own experience, 

I tried to give the students some idea about Germany and Sweden as countries for studying 

(potentially in English). I also showed them a German webpage which has good information for 

people who wish to come to Germany during their studies and mentioned the option of finding 

fellowships there (DAAD) and elsewhere. I gave examples where English skills (and in particular, 

speaking and listening) have been important for me (such as making international contacts at 
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conferences in spontaneous conversations, scientific literature being in English, designing part of 

a lab in the US). I gave the students some advise for language practising from a practical 

perspective, based on my own experiences with English and Japanese. As part of this, I 

encouraged them to join activities of foreigners living in Japan (from my experience, this possibility 

exists and is a good opportunity for practising spontaneous conversation but it is necessary to 

seek contact to foreigners actively, especially outside the cities). I showed some pictures of 

activities of mixed groups consisting of both Japanese people and foreigners (taken from my 

freetime, hoping the students will realize that language practising can sometimes be fun). I also 

encouraged them to make use of nowadays readily availabe options for practising listening, such 

as watching tutorials or talks on topics matching their interests in English. I also tried to encouage 

them to use English even if they are not confident that they can say something free of mistakes.  

At some points of my talk I added some comments or impressions on life or customs in the 

countries that I have lived in.  

Towards the end of my talk, I gave some basic information on the actual fellowship project.  

 

  ◆Other noteworthy information （その他特筆すべき事項）:  

 

After attending the lectrures by fellows, groups of students presented their ongoing research 

projects which they conduct at school. I was then asked to give comments or ask questions. I 

think this is generally a very good idea but I am wondering whether a different arrangement of the 

presentations by fellows and students would be better. In a discussion with the other fellows (on 

the return trip) we came up with the thought whether it would be better to let the students present 

first. For fellows, it is much easier to focus on a lecture given by someone else before giving their 

own presentation. I think, most JSPS fellows have given several talks at international conferences 

before. For most students, however, it is probably the first time to give a presentation in English.  

 

What can be done to make the students less shy?  

I had the impression that they did have more questions (and time was available) but most of them 

did not dare to speak. Some seemed to be discussing the slides (which they got as a handout) 

and trying to make sense of some parts of the lecture, probably discussing what to ask. After 

discussing, however, it seemed like they could not decide who should ask a question. I wonder if 

it would be helpful to give the students some time after the lecture to discuss in smaller groups 

and prepare questions. 

 

We had the opportunity to talk to the head of the school and some of the teachers before and 

after the event. I think this is a very nice opportunity for both fellows (to get more insight into the 

Japanese education system and current challenges in Japanese society) and teachers.  

 

- Impressions and comments from the accompanying person （講義補助者の方から、本事業に対する

意見・感想等がありましたら、お願いいたします。）:

 


