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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-  
（サイエンス・ダイアログ事業 実施報告書） 

 
- Fellow’s name （講師氏名）: Elena Cuesta Fidalgo   （ID No. PE18034 ） 
 
- Participating school （学校名）:    Koshi High School                        
 
- Date （実施日時）:       15/05/2019          （Date/Month/Year:日/月/年）  
 
- Lecture title （講義題目）: From Jurassic Park in my childhood to the study of Ornithomimosauria 
(Theropod, Dinosauria) in Asia      
 
- Name and title of the accompanying person （講義補助者の職・氏名） 
      Master Student, Mr. Shouta Obuse and Dr. Masateru Shibata              
 
- Lecture format （講義形式）: 
  ◆Lecture time （講義時間）  50 min （分）, Q&A time （質疑応答時間）  40 min （分） 
  ◆Lecture style（ex.: used projector, conducted experiments） 

（講義方法 （例：プロジェクター使用による講義、実験・実習の有無など）） 

       Oral communication using projector                                            
 
- Lecture summary （講義概要）: Please summarize your lecture from 200-500 words. 
 
I was born in Tenerife; a Spanish small island belongs to Canary archipelago near to Morocco. Canary 
Islands are in the same latitude of Okinawa; therefore, its weather is similar, subtropical and warm but 
strong tropical storms hit the islands at certain seasons. These islands are mainly volcanic, and its fossil 
record is scarce, therefore, there are not dinosaur fossil sites there. However, when I was child I was 
fascinated by dinosaur and paleontology in general, even not having references, as museums or exposition, 
in the place where I used to live. Dinosaurs produce a powerful admiration in children, especially at the 
age of 4-6 years. Their huge size, amazing behaviour and their absence today (except for the birds) are the 
key to the desire to know the past. Personally, the main guilty of my obsession was the film Jurassic Park. 
Although I loved dinosaur before the film was released in cinema, when I watched Jurassic Park at the age 
of 5 years, I learned what was a paleontologist and I decided my future at that moment. However, the 
most important feature of Jurassic Park for my devotion to paleontology is the presence of Dr. Ellie Sattler. 
The reason is that female leaders in the history of science are crucial for girls who want to be scientific, 
and the paleontological history is full of powerful women that discovered fantastic fossils and was 
excellent researchers. Therefore, I wanted to become an adventurer and great paleontologist as these 
women, travelling around the world, excavating in the rocks and studying how the dinosaur evolved. 
Nowadays, actually I am doing all these goals, studying the Ornithomimosaurian evolutionary history, and 
comparing the Asian taxa with Pelecanimimus polyodon, a theropod dinosaur from Spain. In 
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Ornithomimosauria, the derived forms have beak instead of dentition, however, the basal forms as 
Pelecanimimus have a huge number of teeth in the maxilla or dentary or even both. What is it the function 
of that? How evolved this different dentition forms? And what type of diet is linked to? These are some 
question that I am trying to resolve in my research.  

 
 
 
 
  ◆Other noteworthy information （その他特筆すべき事項）:  
 
 
 
 
- Impressions and comments from the accompanying person （講義補助者の方から、本事業に対する

意見・感想等がありましたら、お願いいたします。）: 
 
英語の発表を聞き、質問時に英語のみを使用するという高いハードルを越えて積極的に参加する姿に

好感を持てました。特に、英語に自信は無いが、恐竜という発表内容に興味を持っている生徒さんが、

自分なりの英語を駆使して頑張って質問していたことは、とても喜ばしく思いました。こういった事業に

よって生徒の学力が培われるとともに、こちらの研究分野に対して興味を持ってもらう機会になりうると

いうことで、大変素晴らしい取り組みだと感じました。

 


