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Celeste Damiani

P 16793

Fukui Prefectual Fujishima High School

13/07/2017

What is a knot?

Osaka City University

60

10

Short introduction with projector, interactive questions, experience with ropes to make, understand and classify ropes

I began with a short self introduction, telling about my origins, my studies, and how I became a woman in mathematics, and in Japan .
Then I will conducted an introductory workshop on knot theory, the branch of geometry in which I work. We discussed knots in real life, mathematics and other sciences, explored what are the most important questions that we can ask about knots, and tried to find some answers through hands-on experiments with ropes.

It was a good idea to have a short (10 min) introduction to project, in order to make understandable all the words we will be saying to students that have less English skills. However, after that, some direct questions to students (ask them to introduce themselves, for example) helped them to feel more confident and start participating in a more active way. I feel that more hands-on experience and less lecture style are a good combination. 

It would have been better to ask the responsible at the school to encourage girls to participate. There was only one girl in the room, and it’s truly a pity to loose the possibility to show them that there are role models for them in science.




