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Program for Area Studies Based on Needs of Society at Keio University
“‘Human and Environmental Symbiosis in Central Asia and the role of Japan:

Area Studies based on Value Design”

Summary of Final Report

We focus on the Aral Sea Problem in Central Asia. Since the 1960s, the “Aral Sea” has been
shrinking. The Aral Sea was the fourth-largest inland sea in the world, but in 2009 the area
has been reduced to 20% of its size in 1960. This extreme phenomenon of Aral Sea shrinking
has caused severe environmental disasters, such as damage caused by salty breeze and the
extinction of fish species, as well as socio-economic problems, such as the shortage of drinking
water and unemployment of fishers. It is in these respects that the Aral Sea problem has since
the 1980s attracted the attention of international society as an important environmental
issue.

In the declaration of Central Asia plus Japan Dialogue on 2004, Japanese
Government manifested that they will support Central Asian countries and people to solve
this problem. In addition, since 1992 UNDP, World Bank and European Union supported
Central Asian countries to establish the framework of regional cooperation on water
distribution. Nevertheless, the Aral Sea has not stopped shrinking and the dispute among the
five countries remains unresolved. Needless to say, from the viewpoint of “Human Security, ”
the Aral Sea problem is very important issue. In addition, as the vast fossil energy resources,
Central Asia is a pivotal region for International Society in the perspective of the Energy
Security.

So, Aral Sea Problem is a global issue in both perspectives of norms and economy.
Therefore there are some needs for the knowledge on the environmental issue in Central Asia
including the Aral Sea problem in Japanese Foreign Policy and society. And we suppose
politician, policy maker participating in environmental or Central Asian problem, NGO,

private companies as stakeholders of this problem.



Fore analyzing above problems we focused the bilateral relationship between
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. Though the former is a biggest consumer of water in this region
and the latter occupy about 60% of headwater of Aral Sea basin, the bilateral relationship is
definitely not good form a political perspective. Therefore the bilateral relationship is a main
obstacle for resolving the Aral Sea problem. So, we researched the reason of collision between
two countries for the possibility of sustainable development in Aral Sea Basin.

For preceding the research, we setup four research teams below:

1. Research from the viewpoint of Climate Change.

2.  Research on Japanese Central Asian Policy

3. Research on Policy Transfer from EU to Former Soviet Union.
4. Research on Environmental Policy in Central Asia

We grasp this problem from the three layers, global, Eurasia and Japan-Central
Asia in regional perspective, and three issues, environmental problem in Central Asia, policy
transfer or diffusion and clarify the Islamic value in Central Asia. We, therefore, formed above
four research teams. By the interaction among the teams, we aimed to find the issue of a
certain region for dealing with global issue. Because the post-Soviet Central Asian countries
in the way of nation or state building process are basically negative for the regional
cooperation or policy of Human and Environmental Symbiosis which erode the sovereignty or
power of state authority. So, we should find the easy way to accept such policies that weaken
the state for Central Asian Countries.

Through the field research, we can find that the Islamic value penetrate the society
in Central Asia, but no any common points with middle east society. The Soviet Socialist value,
however, remains in the constitution or norms on Water resources. Therefore, it is required to
propose the new scheme for making Central Asian countries break away from such Soviet
value or norms for adapting sustainable development policy.

For proposing these results of our research activities, we organized with Center for
Political Studies, Uzbekistan an International Symposium “the Challenges to Global Energy
Security and Ways of Their Neutralizations in Conditions of World Economic Crisis” on 31st

August 2009 at Keio University (Supported by METI, ROTOBO, Nikkei inc. Embassy of Republic



of Uzbekistan in Japan, Fund Forum of Culture and Art of Uzbekistan, Sponsored by the Japan
Foundation, Special assistance by JOGMEC). From Uzbekistan, Said Rustamov, deputy
director of Center for Political Studies, Shavkat Majitov, First Vice-Chairman of
Uzbekneftegaz National Company and 6 persons from academic sphere and government
participated in the symposium and discussed with Japanese scholars, government officials or
business people on the relationship Japan -Uzbekistan relationship on energy and
environmental issue. In addition, about 100 people participated in as an audience from
academic, business or the other field. So, many stakeholders on Central Asia, energy or
environmental problem participated in the symposium.

By the symposium, we are convinced that the many Japanese understand
the importance of Central Asia and are interested in the water or environmental problem in
the region from economical perspective. And many stakeholders pointed out that the area
studies should keep openness for the other field for answering the political or social needs.
Especially, for proposing more effective solution the cooperation with scholars of engineering
or natural science is important. In the other words, area studies have a potential to provide

the place for discussing with other field.
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