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[E—E ERURIODL 2008512A8]

Malaysian population is multi-ethnic and multi-religious comprising a

2 Muslim population in addition to Christians, Buddhists, Hindus and

rs. Except for the dominant Malay population in the Peninsula who by

stitutional definition are Muslims, religious and ethnic divide among the

r ethnic groups (Bumiputra of Sabah and Sarawak; Chinese, Indians
Mothers) do not overlap. Since the early part of the twentieth century,
conversion to Islam by non-Muslims as well as Muslim-non-Muslim inter-
marriages is not unusual, involving members of the Malay Royal
households and commoners alike. There are many reasons why non-
Muslims embrace Islam, but the most common, according to an official

source, is to marry a Muslim.
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