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The findings of our project on the public participation in environmental issues have been achieved
by especially (a) a survey targeting ordinances on participation and collaboration in all Japanese
prefectures and municipalities; and (b) an international symposium attended by e.g legal
professionals and NGOs from 12 countries. Among the results, we highlight that, in comparison not

only with developed countries, but also with developing countries, Japan has much more weakness in
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terms of the guaranteeing the integration of participation rights with the access to justice in
environmental issues. That has been posing difficulties in consensus building for e.g. infrastructure
works. Also, under the perspective of ensuring a fair international competition by the effectiveness of
the environmental law, legal enforcement should be improved by an effective public participation in
Asia. In this sense, aiming at fostering a domestic and international environmental, economic and
social sustainable development, we reached the conclusion that a Japanese initiative towards an

Asian version of a legal framework for public participation in environmental matters is expected.
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