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(Course objectives)
Confronted by the challenge that international conferences are



invariably held in the English language, it is imperative that
Japanese scientists arrive at these gatherings armed with an
array of verbal English skills, so that the opportunities are
grasped rather than wasted.

This course was initiated with the objective that
participating students would develop their abilities in three
areas: to use appropriate technical English to communicate
assertively their own research; to understand deeply that of
others; and to be able to engage fully in question-and-answer
exchanges. Success in these areas presupposes a high level of
general verbal English skills, coupled with a strong desire to
apply those skills, and the participating students were therefore
selected on the basis of their prior tested (TOEIC) abilities and
their declared self-motivation.

(Course organization and class content)

Each course consisted of seven or eight 90-minutes classes,
held weekly or once every two weeks, with four participants:
three students with a mix of research interests, and the teacher.
After an introductory class, in the following six classes, each
student gave two presentations in rotation, The focus of each
class was either (i) a research paper selected by the presenting
student, circulated by e-mail to the other participants several
days before the class, and described using illustrative handouts;
or (ii) the student’s own research project, described using
PowerPoint slides.

(Outcomes and achievements)

Without exception, the eighteen students who have taken these
courses with me were highly motivated, both scientifically and
linguistically. Their language skills ranged from good to
outstanding, and, despite many of them having few
opportunities to use spoken English in their daily lives, their
speaking skills were impressive; as listeners, they were not
given the option to be shy or reticent, but little coaxing was
needed to elicit strong participation. | believe that the
atmosphere of these classes was conducive in encouraging the
less naturally assertive students to express themselves without
fear of embarrassment: collectively, the students were
cooperative and convivial, and there was no trace of
competitiveness or intimidation among them.

(Future directions)

| believe that the stated objectives of these courses are
fundamentally important; that the structure and content of the
classes is sound; that the students approach their tasks diligently
and engage positively in this course/class format; and that,
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based on my own observations and on the students’ feedback,
these courses provide the students with a strengthened sense of
confidence in their abilities to participate actively in scientific
discussion, debate, and communication conducted in English.
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