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[Purpose and Background of the Research]

We have been recently witnessing the steady
increase of the government’s public information
supply for citizens, as well as their success in
launching electronic government projects. Yet
has such improvement in public information
actually affected the ways in which we make policy
decisions, and, if positive, in what way? By
focusing on these questions, we examine the
existing use of public information, and seek
innovative ways to provide policy information with
the help of the latest digital technology.

[Research Methods]

We have initiated data collection projects that
have resulted in the development of a database on
administrative information disclosure requests to
the prefectural and municipal offices, and the
launch of an internet video retrieval system for
Diet deliberations in which one can pinpoint and
play the parliamentary video clips corresponding
to the minutes of proceedings through a keyword
search. In this study, we continue to work on
these database systems and attempt ot achieve the
following goals:

1. Improving the data-input system for the
database of information disclosure so that the
database can be more directly amenable to the
staffs in charge at the local offices.

2. Applying the sound recognition techniques to
match up video and text information to the
meetings in local assemblies as well as other types
of videos like TV news clips.

3. Operating a portal site that allows English
keyword search, so that one can directly access to
policy information without having trouble typing
Japanese.

[Expected Research Achievements and

Scientific Significance]
We seek innovative ways to provide universal
access to policy information. For example, we
have launched an internet video retrieval system
for the Japanese Diet.
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This system search and play video feeds provided via the Diet
secretariat web sites,

By using the latest sound recognition techniques
to create timestamp data to match up
parliamentary video feeds and the minutes of
proceedings, our system makes it possible for one
to retrieve the video clips corresponding to the
minutes of the proceedings through a keyword
search. The Japanese Diet is the first case in the
world to introduce the sound recognition
techniques in making the official minutes of
parliamentary proceedings, and thus our system
leads the world in applying the same sound
recognition techniques to make the content of
parliamentary videos searchable by keywords.
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