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Social sciences, Arts and Humanities
This call for proposals seeks to explore the role of social science, arts and humanities
research in pandemic preparedness and post-pandemic recovery, including how we can
build sustainable societal systems, communities and cultures that can respond to future
outbreaks.

This initiative will provide funding for high-quality collaborative research projects
between Japanese and UK researchers which contribute to advancing impacts for the
benefit of both countries. JSPS and UKRI are keen to support collaboration between
researchers and teams in areas of mutual strength and shared interest.



Whilst this call is open across the entire breadth of the social sciences, arts and humanities,
we are particularly interested in proposals that:

e  Acknowledge the current global context in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic and
aim to address the challenges and opportunities presented by the pandemic. For
example, this might include proposals that aim to contribute towards improving
policy, communication and service design post COVID, speeding up recovery and
reducing costs and long-term scarring, or influencing the direction of recovery
towards a more equitable, inclusive, sustainable and resilient societies, communities
and cultures.

Proposals should also:

e Consider how to make the best use of available expertise in Japan and UK, together
with the added value of new or existing collaborations.

¢ Demonstrate evidence of the strength and complementarity of their collaboration and
how the partnership will be managed.
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The following criteria are utilized in the selection process:

e Academic excellence of projects - What is the potential for the proposed activity to advance
knowledge and understanding and new insights within its own field or across different
fields?

e Necessity of cooperation, added value gained, and mutual research advancement through
transfer of knowledge and expertise

e Broader impacts: Does the proposal demonstrate the contribution that this project will
make to society and/or to the pursuit of advancing academic inquiry? Examples include
improving the quality of life, contributing to socioeconomic development, solving prevailing
social issues, and/or passing on and advancing culture, which is the bedrock of society.

e Participation of young researchers and contribution to fostering them

e Sufficient negotiation having clearly been carried out between the Japanese PI and
counterpart PI before submitting the application. Feasibility and concreteness of the
research plan and expectation of its advancing the research.

In addition to the above criteria, the following points are also considered:
e A detailed path within the research plan for achieving the project objectives
e Appropriateness of the budget plan/value for money
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Appendix1

UKRI-JSPS SSH Call 2021

Objectives
UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) are
pleased to invite applications to the second UKRI-JSPS Joint Call.

This initiative will provide funding for high-quality collaborative research projects between UK and
Japanese researchers which contribute to advancing impacts for the benefit of both countries.
UKRI and JSPS are keen to support collaboration between leading researchers and teams in areas
of mutual strength and shared interest.

Whilst this call is open across the entire breadth of the social sciences, arts and humanities, we are
particularly interested in proposals that:

Acknowledge the current global context in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic and aim to address
the challenges and opportunities presented by the pandemic. For example, this might include
proposals that aim to contribute towards improving policy, communication and service design post
COVID, speeding up recovery and reducing costs and long-term scarring, or influencing the
direction of recovery towards a more equitable, inclusive, sustainable and resilient societies,
communities and cultures.

Proposals should also:

e Consider how to make the best use of available expertise in the UK and Japan, together
with the added value of new or existing collaborations.

e Demonstrate evidence of the strength and complementarity of their collaboration and how
the partnership will be managed.

Funding Available

UKRI has allocated £3 million and JSPS has allocated 300,000,000 JPY (approximately £2 million) to
this activity.

Eligibility

UK eligible applicants

UK applicants must be part of a UK research organisation eligible for UKRI funding.

Check if your organisation is eligible (via this link)

The principal investigator of the UK component must be a UK-based researcher and of
postdoctoral level or higher.

The principal investigator of the Japanese component must be eligible under JSPS’s eligibility
criteria — please consult JSPS’s applicant guidance.


https://www.ukri.org/apply-for-funding/before-you-apply/check-if-you-are-eligible-for-research-and-innovation-funding/who-can-apply-for-funding/
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