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‘Arenas’ and the De/Construction of Cultural Spheres 

Dariuš Zifonun, Alice Salomon University of Applied Sciences Berlin 

 

We usually think of contact zones as emerging at the intersection of cultural spheres that otherwise are 

separated, self-sufficient and insular. Whether we are dealing with academic, ethnic, political or units of 

any other kind, we conceive of these social worlds as pre-existing to the contacts with their surrounding 

milieus. The presentation suggests taking a reverse perspective. Drawing on findings from empirical 

studies of the local soccer world in Mannheim/Germany and a neighbourhood in the same city, it will be 

argued that interaction in these contact zones constantly reinforces that boundaries are drawn, 

identities are constructed, social order is negotiated and social closure takes place. The empirical 

examples also raise the question of differences and similarities that can be found when comparing 

contact zones in Germany and Japan. On a conceptual plane, the presentation argues that Anselm 

Strauss’ use of ‘arenas’ can serve as a useful tool for analyzing the complex cultural processes that 

take place in contact zones.  
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