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1. Introduction 

Coming into contact with another culture induces some measure of change, in the parties of encounter, 

even today when people can easily travel cross-culturally. When transportation infrastructures were not 

well-developed and cultural exchange was limited, the impact was far greater. People in those epochs 

tended to divide the world into “self” and “non-self,” and the latter category was often labeled as 

“marvels” (cf. Romm). In view here is the traditional European mindset before the dawn of the modern 

period (cf. Friedman). However, even in that period, as the world matured and more cross-cultural 

encounters became possible, the traditional mindset changed gradually. As a case-in-point, this talk 

investigates how the literary motif of the “Amazons” was transfigured through time and space. This 

literary “migration” modifies the imagery attached to the basic motif, and ascribes different meanings 

and roles to it.  

2. Formation of the Motif 

The basic image of the Amazons, as we know it today, was constructed by the ancient Greeks. The 

Amazons are a tribe consisting exclusively of women, and all of them are skillful warriors. It is also said 

that they live separately from their spouses, and raise only daughters and kill or abandon sons. The 

tribe repeatedly appears in various writings of the classical period such as those by Homer (c. 8th 

century BC) and Herodotus (c. 484 – 425 BC). It was deeply rooted in classical culture as a form of 

representing a half-mythical “non-self.”   

3. The Impact of Contact Zones: Classical-Medieval, Orient-Occident 

Generally speaking, medieval people inherited information from classical literature, and made use of it 

when they undertook their own literary work. Thus, the Middle Ages was in the first place the “Contact 

Zone” of classical and medieval cultures. In addition, it was the age of the Crusades and expansion of 

Muslims and Mongols; hence, the period also encompasses the “Contact Zone” of Oriental and 

Occidental cultures. It inevitably brought cultural and intellectual hybridity, which caused hybridity in the 

motif of the Amazons as well.  

The medieval motif of the Amazons kept the “classical” basics intact, but at the same time it tended to 

assume a more foreign air. In other words, the Middle Ages absorbed classical knowledge, but not 

without adding its own variation and development. For example, the Amazons in the fourteenth-century 

prose-narrative Mandeville’s Travels are not only brave but also prudent and obedient to the law. 

Higgins has suggested that the Amazons, there, work as a kind of mirror for what was then a corrupted 
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Christendom. Thus while the Amazons in classical period were a form of “non-self,” here they serve for 

Europeans as a device to reflect into “oneself” through reconsidering “non-self.” Moreover, the 

Amazons also work to keep the heathen enemies from Christians (cf. DiMarco). Consequently, the 

Amazons are now hybrid in terms of both religion and character. 

Conclusion 

The Amazons ancient Greeks recorded thus migrate as a literary motif through “Contact Zones” of both 

time and space. As time goes by, the Amazons tend to be loaded with meaning in relation to the real 

world and transfigured from a people simply “foreign” to an inducement to self-examination. Although 

the Middle Ages has been regarded as dependent on classical authority in its writings, it may be said 

that medieval people developed their own way of thinking through intellectual engagements with both 

the past and the present.  
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