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Alterity 【他者性】: 

“Other,” or “otherness.” The term, deriving from philosophical sources, basically refers to anything 

definable as “not self,” and against which one can identify oneself.  

Classical Antiquity 【古典古代】: 

The times of ancient Greek and Roman civilization on the Mediterranean Sea. From the eighth to the 

seventh centuries BC to the fifth and the sixth centuries AD. 

Compiler 【編纂者】: 

Literally, the term refers to those who combine various texts from different sources into one entity. 

However, the term is equivalent to the modern term “author” in the European Middle Ages, insofar 

as, at that time, “to write” literary work was understood as an act of compilation, since medieval 

European literature was dependent on classical authority. 

Contact Zone 【コンタクト・ゾーン】: 

Social spaces where cultures meet, clash, and grapple with each other, often in contexts of highly 

asymmetrical relations of power, such as colonialism, slavery, or their aftermaths. (Mary Louise Pratt, 

“Arts of the Contact Zone,” 1991) 

Cultural studies 【カルチュラル・スタディーズ】: 

An academic field, originating in the UK in the 1960s, in which researchers investigate how meaning is 

given to a particular phenomenon in relation to categories like ideology, social class, nationality, 

ethnicity, sexuality and/or gender, rather than investigating a particular culture or area of the world. 

Hybridity (cultural) 【（文化的）混成】: 

Various but routinized forms of interactivity between (members of) groups of different cultural and 

spatial origin which are present at a specific local context. 

Identity 【アイデンティティ、自己同一性、帰属意識】: 

Distinctive characteristics belonging to any given individual, or shared by most of the members of a 

particular social group (such as national identity or cultural identity). 

Marvel 【驚異】: 

Anything that astonishes people. The astonishment and the “marvelousness” arises from various 

factors such as unfamiliarity, newness, rareness, and otherness. 
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The Middle Ages, medieval 【中世、中世の】: 

In European history, the Middle Ages refers to the period from the fifth to the fifteenth centuries. In other 

words, roughly from the Germanic migration and the fall of the Western Roman Empire (476) to the fall 

of the Eastern Roman Empire (1453) and the beginning of the Renaissance. 

Migration 【移動、移住】: 

Human migration. Movement of people from one place to another due to political, economic, religious, 

or environmental reasons. 

Migration of motifs. The transference of certain literary or visual motifs (see below “Motif”), from 

one cultural sphere to another, or from one medium to another, through various means of transmission: 

oral transmission, translation, diffusion of written works, movement of writers or artists, etc. 

Motif 【モチーフ】:  

An object recurrently described in various literary works. The object in question is usually accompanied 

by some descriptions of itself, such that, overall, it forms a recognizable unit with an integrated pattern 

of imagery. 

Post-colonialism 【ポストコロニアル理論】 

Intellectual discourse or direction that exists since the middle of the 20
th
 century, when colonial 

countries started to become independent. Post-colonial discourse analyses the cultural legacies of 

colonialism (植民地主義) and of imperialism (帝国主義) and can be found in history, literature and 

politics. It is also a way to approach the culture and identity of both the countries that were colonized 

and the former colonial powers. 

 

 

 


