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Research Report

¥
Title of the Research Project:

Study on the Ottoman Nomad Settlement Policy into Northern Syria and Other Areas

Purpose and Aim of the Research:

The ultimate research purpose is the clarification of the changing characteristics of the mutual relationship
between the ruling elite and ruled subjects of the Ottoman Empire. To achieve this purpose, I focused on the Ottoman
nomad settlement policy into the northern Syria area in the seventeenthseventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
Northern Syria and Eastern Anatolia are one of the most multi-ethnic and religious areas in the contemporary Middle

East. This characteristic had brought grace to this area for many centuries; however, this ethnic and religious diversity



is also causing the tragedy of the Syrian civil war today. I consider that the research contributes to the investigation
of the formation process of the multi-ethnic and religious Syria and Anatolia from the historical and long-term

perspective, not from a nationalistic or shortterm one.

Method and Object of the Research:

I have analyzed historical sources relating to the Ottoman nomadic settlement policy, especially the Ottoman
administrative documents and registers held in the Turkish Republic Archives and Waqf Archives in Ankara during
this year (listed below). I continue to analyze and investigate other Ottoman administrative documents and registers

held in libraries and archives in Ankara, Istanbul, and other cities.

Cumbhurbasikanlik Devlet Arsivleri Genel Miidiirliigii Osmanli Arsivi Daire Bagkanhigi (COA), Maliyeden
Miidevver Defterler nos. 6022, 8458, 9484, 9956.

COA, Miithimme Defterleri (Bab-1 Asafi, Divan-1 Hiimaytin Sicilleri Miihimme Defterleri /A.{DVNSMHM.d.})
nos. 104, 110-112, 115-117, 119-121, 139.

COA, Tapu Tahrir Defterleri no. 202.

COA, Tapu ve Kadastro Genel Miidiirliigii Defterleri no. 2180.

Wagf Ahkam Defterleri (Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii Vakiflar Kayitlar Arsivi, defter) nos. 317, 319, 321, 323-324,
329, 341-342, 344, 355, 905.

Analysis:

Based on the analysis of the above one hundred ledger records in the Miihimme Defters and Waqf Ahkam
Defters, I concluded as follows:

1. The Ottoman government had changed their administrative approach to the nomadic tribes in northern Syria
and eastern Anatolia from the traditional “laissez-faire” to a strict regimen of control; thus, since the end of the
seventeenth century, they had begun to force the nomads to settle down in the designated area and to abandon their
seasonal migration. The aims of the forced settlement policy were as follows: 1) development of new arable lands,
2) enforcement of the Ottoman rules, 3) construction of battle lines and buffer zones between hostile states or groups
such as Iranian dynasties, Arabian Bedouins, and European superpowersin northern Syria and eastern Anatolia.

2. Contrary to Winter’s hypothesis,! the Ottoman government had never forced the nomadic Turkman and
Kurdish groups, who paid an amount of money equivalent to the sheep tax to the Haremeyn-i Serefeyn wagqf
institution for the operating expenditure of the ‘Atik Valide Sultan mosque complex in Uskiidar, to abandon their
seasonal migration and settle in northern Syria in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Rather, the Ottomans
used enough exertion to separate the normal (/i) nomadic groups who paid tax to the central or prefectural

! See S. Winter, “Osmanische Sozialdisziplinierung am Beispiel der Nomadenstimme Nordsyriens im 17.-18.
Jahrhundert,” Periplus.: Jahrbuch fiir aufiereuropdische Geschichte, 13, 2013, 51-70; and id., “The Province of
Raqqa under Ottoman Rule, 1535-1800: A Preliminary Study,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 68(4), 2009, 253—
268.



government and other nomadic groups who paid their “tax™ to to the waqf expenditure as the former paid in tax. The
government made efforts to ensure that the same amount of money was paid by the latter in their contribution to
the wagf expenditure. In other words, the government ensured that both groups paid a sufficient contribution.

3. Nomadic people took several countermeasures against the Ottoman nomad settlement policy, such as refusal
to obey the commands, flight from the settled places, and meeting and mixing with the wagf nomadic tribes, who
were exempt from the forced settlement policy.

4. One of the characteristics observed in the seventeenth and eighteenth century Ottoman Empire was factional
disputes; the officials of the chief vizier, palace eunuchs or haremn women, Janissary soldiers, 7/miyve members, and
local celebrities played important roles in the Ottoman governance and tax-collection in this era. Above-mentioned
wagfnomads were under the control not of the state but of the palace eunuchs and harem women, who drew on them
as their source of money and power through the empire-wide waqf system. This fact caused the strict separation of
normal and wagfnomadic tribes and the application of a contrary attitude toward milliand wagqfpeoples. This practice
followed misconduct and chaos at the level of local administration and tax collection.? In conclusion, not only
prefectural administrators and tax-collectors but also the ruled-over nomadic tribes and other subjects took their best
chances to survive under the Ottoman rules and gain profits for themselves by thoroughly utilizing this multilayered
and factional administrative-financial system in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
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Future Topics:

I am planning to broaden the scope of the study to the relationship between the ruling authority and ruled
nomadic peoples in the Tanzimat, Hamidian, and Republic eras. Additionally, I am preparing an investigation
concerning self-representation in the nomadic tradition and history in contemporary Turkey as represented by the
Nomads (Yoriik) Festival in Antalya, the Camel Wrestling Festival in Selcuk, and other cultural events and practices?

I have applied to give an oral presentation on the research subject at the 24® Conference of the Comité
International des Etudes Pré-Ottomanes et Ottomanes (CIEPO) held in Thessaloniki, June 2020, and I will publish
some parts of the research as an article in the academic journal Toyoshi-Kenkyu published by the Society of Oriental

Researches in Kyoto in 2020.

3 See A. H. Tuztas-Horzumlu, “Yériik Kiiltiirlii Tanitmak: Derneklesme Faaliyetleri ve Yoriik
Senlikleri,” Tiirkiyat Mecmuast, 27(2), 2017, 239-55.



