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A Brief Introduction to LGBTQ Rights



Used projector

My lecture was divided into two parts and each of them was composed of four sections. The first part introduced myself, my country, and my impressions of Japan before and after arriving here. The aim of this part was to explain the itinerary that led me to come to Japan and some salient features of my country and the region in which I was born.
The second part of the lecture focused on my principal research interest in the last ten years: LGBTQ rights. The scope of this part was to clarify students some of the most important questions regarding LGBTQ rights and the legislative developments on these matters in Western countries and in Japan. This part started with a brief explanation of what LGBTQ means (slides in Japanese), the different kinds of sexual orientations, and an estimation of the proportion of LGBTQ people in Japan. After clarifying the key concepts of the lecture, I presented the results of some surveys that showed the problems affecting LGBTQ people and the acceptance of LGBTQ rights around the world. I emphasized the high percentage of LGBTQ youth who have been physically threatened and harmed and the higher suicide rates among LGBTQ youth in comparison with heterosexual young people. Against this background, I stressed the great importance of respecting people regardless of their sexual orientation and avoiding bullying LGBTQ schoolmates.
The lecture continued by tracing the evolution of the legislation about same-sex relationships and LGBTQ rights around the world. I explained that same-sex relationships were tolerated in ancient times, both in Western countries and in Japan, and I noted how the stigmatization of these relationships was a relatively recent phenomenon. After these brief historical notes, I presented the development of the legislation about LGBTQ rights. With this purpose in mind, I explained that most Western countries introduced permissive policies to grant full civil rights to LGBTQ people. However, I also remarked that since the late 2000s, in several of these countries, conservative religious lobbies and populist radical right parties have increasingly mobilized to introduce discriminatory laws. I ended the lecture with a brief presentation of the rights of LGBTQ people in Japan, a description of civil partnership certificates issued by several Japanese local administrations, and the legislative developments about LGBTQ rights in Japan.�
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