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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-  
 

 
- Fellow’s name : Hoi-Lam Jim ID No. PS23013  
 
- Name and title of the accompanying person  
Yu Kaigaishi, Research fellow (PD) 
 
- Participating school : Toyama Prefectural Toyama Chubu Senior High School 
 
- Date : 8/12/20213  
 
- Lecture title : 
An introduction to animal behaviour research 
 
 
- Lecture format : 

 Onsite  Online (Please choose one.)    
  Lecture time  60 min , Q&A time  10 min  
  Lecture style ex.: used projector, conducted experiments  

  

Projector, behavioural coding exercises 
 
- Lecture summary : Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words. 
First, I gave a short introduction about my background, my journey into animal behavior research 
and why I moved to Japan. Then, I gave reasons why it is important to study animal behavior and 
showed the students the process of designing a study (i.e., thinking of a research question and 
giving the definition of a hypothesis and a prediction and explaining the difference between them). 
I gave examples of my own research throughout the lecture to demonstrate these ideas. 
 
Next, I explained the different methods to study animals (observations and experiments) and 
showed the students how to create an ethogram for observations. The students completed some 
exercises: first, I asked them to write down all behaviors they saw in a video of chimpanzees. 
Then, they watched two other videos of chimpanzees using two different sampling techniques 
(scan and focal). Then, I explained what an experiment is and showed videos of two different 
conditions in my previous experimental study and the students coded an experiment.  
 
After the exercises about data collection, I explained that the next step would be to analyze the 
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data to obtain the results. I demonstrated how graphs are useful in visualizing the data and gave 
a brief explanation about conducting statistical analyses.  
 
I had planned a small experiment and a short quiz about animal related English idioms but there 
was no time for it. Therefore, I ended the lecture by showing the students some Christmas and 
New Year’s traditions in the UK. 
 
  Other noteworthy information :  
Mr Mitsuharu Abe was extremely kind and friendly. He seemed very interested in my lecture and 
showed me and Dr Kaigaishi around the school after the lecture. I am happy that the students 
seemed interested in my lecture and asked me many questions at the end. I thoroughly enjoyed 
this experience. 
 
- Impressions and comments from the accompanying person 

:
Dr. Kaigaishi helped me explain some more complex parts of the lecture in Japanese (e.g., 
the different sampling techniques). He is my lab mate and also studies animal behavior, thus 
his expertise allowed him to easily explain these concepts to the students. 




