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Date  27/11/2023 

 

Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-

- Fellow’s name : Edward Standall ID No.P21304

 

- Name and title of the accompanying person  

Tomoyo Kasahara - Associate Fellow

- Participating school : Wakasa Hish School 

 

- Date : 07.11.2023  

 

- Lecture title : 

Archaeology, Science, and Understanding Past Culinary Activities 

 

 

- Lecture format : 

  Onsite  Online (Please choose one.)    

  Lecture time  100 min , Q&A time  20 min 

Lecture style ex.: used projector, conducted experiments  

  

The lecture included a formal presentation, break-out discussions among students, questions, a 

short video (in Japanese), an experiment, and final Q&A session. 

 

- Lecture summary : Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words. 

I first introduced myself and explained why I had been invited to give a lecture, then provided an 

overview of the lecture structure. I began the lecture by asking the students what they knew of 

archaeology and whether they thought that archaeology was a science. I then explained what 

archaology is and how archaeologists use scientific techniques to better understand human 

experiences in the past, before asking if the students had changed their opinion on whether 

archaeology is a science. I proceeded to explain my background, how I became and archaeologist, 

my experiences, and what it is that I am currently researching in Japan. Before a short break, I 

asked the students to think about what food means to them and their identity. Upon returning from 

the break, I played a short video from my institute (in Japanese) explaining the research methods 

that I use and the aims of my research. I reviewed this video to reinforce these complex methods, 

then I conducted an experiment, with each of the students taking part, in order to help me explain 

the techniques that I use in my research. I discussed my analytical methods in simple terms, while 

referring back to the experiment. The lecture then concluded with a question and answer session. 
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  Other noteworthy information : 

 

 

 

 

- Impressions and comments from the accompanying person 

 

 

 

Both the lecture and the experiments went smoothly because we had some contacts with the 

teacher before the class. 

I thought it was so effective to include chromatography experiments in which the students 

participated, as well as lectures, to help the high school students understand the scheme of 

analysis.

 




