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Form B-2 Date (Bff)
(FY2023) 21/6/2023 (Date/Month/Year: H/R /%)

Must be typed

Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-
(HAIVR-FA47OTER EEREE)

- Fellow's name (GEEFEK4%): Paride STORTINI (ID No. P22004)

- Name and title of the accompanying person (EZxw#BEIEDR-K2)
Noriko KANAHARA, BfEHXY 1REHEE

- Participating school (%#:4): Fukushima Prefectural Fukushima High School
- Date (ZEHEHR)20/6/2023 (Date/Month/Year: B/8 /£)

- Lecture title (%&&%ER):
The image of Japanese Buddhism in the modern international context

- Lecture format (E&M=):
€ XOnsite + [JOnline (Please choose one.) @ = A2Z142) (EBLMFRIZELY, )
®Llecture time (EZERE) _ 60  min (5), Q&Atime (EHEEERME) 50 min (4)

@ Lecture style (ex.: used projector, conducted experiments)
(ExHZE (B 7oCzr8—FRICKDES, ER-EEOFERE))
| used lecture slided with power point.

- Lecture summary (GE&#%): Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words.

Is Buddhism a Japanese or a foreign religion? What is the place of Buddhism, and of religion
more broadly, in modern Japan? Why is Zen Buddhism so popular abroad, while Pure Land is
associated with Japanese migrants? In this lecture we will explore the image of Japanese
Buddhism in Europe and America, and how colonialism, Orientalism, migration, and
globalization contributed to shape this image. While we generally think of modernity in Japan as
the impact of Western culture, we will also see how Japanese Buddhists travelled to Asia,
especially to India, to establish collaborations with local people. These Japanese Buddhists faced
dangerous and adventurous travels to Europe, America, India, in order to rediscover the ancient
texts of Buddhism, and to present a modern image of Buddhism both in Japan and in the West.
Through this lecture, we will reflect not only on religion and modernity, but also on international
contact and on the travel of ideas and people across cultures, using the metaphor of the “pizza
effect.” The lecture will be interactive and entertaining: we will analyze practical examples, such
as images of Buddhism in popular culture, manga, and also advertisement. No previous
knowledge of Buddhism or religion is required.
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@ Other noteworthy information (ZDthFET REEE):
I particularly enjoyed the fact that the program chose a high school outside of the big cities, where
students might have less contact with English or internationalization.

- Impressions and comments from the accompanying person (GEZ#HEIED AL, KBZEIZHT S
ER-BEENSHYELLD, BRELLVLET, ):

Students asked excellent questions, some of which were questions that scholars of Japanese
religion would ask. | was impressed by the level of their thinking. It was a good learning experience
for me as | am a lecturer at universities in Tokyo. | ‘ve always wanted to know how high school
students study so as to know the background education of my students.

I think it's important that Japanese students learn to think beyond the box and speak out / write
their thoughts regularly just as they did this time with Prf. Stortini.






