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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-  
 

 
- Fellow’s name : Kilian Colas  ID No. P22024  
 
- Name and title of the accompanying person  

 
 
- Participating school : Otsuma Nakano Junior & Senior High School      
 
- Date : 23/05/20 Date/Month/Year: / /   
 
- Lecture title : 
Doing research around the world and working with DNA                
 
 
- Lecture format : 

 Onsite  Online (Please choose one.)    
  Lecture time   60    min , Q&A time   60   min  
  Lecture style ex.: used projector, conducted experiments  

  

Powerpoint presentation on projector                          
 
- Lecture summary : Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words. 
I presented a 3-part lecture: 1) About my background in research and education in various 
countries, insisting on the importance to speak English. In particular, I tried to show the students 
the value of travelling for work to gain different perspectives, and encourage them not to be afraid 
to make mistakes in English, nor to feel pressured to get it perfect.  About the nature of research. 
First I presented the concept of research, with very general examples from science and the arts. 
The, I drew from my work specific examples of fundamental and applied chemistry, to illustrate 
the exciting but also frustrating nature of research work. 3) A more detailed scientific discussion 
about DNA & protein biosynthesis, describing the Suga Lab technology. In this part, I covered 
general concepts about amino-acids and proteins and tried to relate it to everyday-life matters, 
and relied on pictures and schemes to keep the students’s attention without getting boring. Finally, 
after about 60 min of lecture, there was plenty of time left for questions. The students had excellent 
questions both on the scientific content and the research-life matters. I noticed an impressive 
awareness that research work and science can be difficult and stressful, so I tried to answer these 
concerns honestly, explaining how exciting and motivating research can be, but without lying 
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about the difficult parts. Some excellent scientific also came up related to the complexity of cancer 
treatment strategies. Overall, I was very impressed with the students and I though they had a very 
positive attitude.  
The teachers were extremely helpful both in setting up the presentation, and in translating 
questions and answers back and forth very quickly and I am very grateful for their work. Finally, 
as I had an issue with my voice on that day and could not speak very loudly, it was really great to 
have a microphone available. 
 
 
 
  Other noteworthy information :  
 
 
 
 
- Impressions and comments from the accompanying person 
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