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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-  
 

 
- Fellow’s name : Benedikt Wolff  ID No. P24703  
 
- Name and title of the lecture assistant  

 
 
- Participating school : Nagoya City Koyo Senior High School      
 
- Date : 17.12.2024 Date/Month/Year: / /   
 
- Lecture title : 
                 My Journey to Becoming a Scientist
 
 
- Lecture format : 

 Onsite  Online (Please choose one.)    
  Lecture time    35   min , Q&A time   15   min  
  Lecture style ex.: used projector, conducted experiments  

  

PowerPoint presentation with projector, showing molecules with molecule building 
set, showing genuine sample of (non-harmful) aroma compounds           
 
- Lecture summary : Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words. 
The lecture intended to show the students my home country and city and get them to know that 
English is very important for international communication. I showed them Germany: a little bit of 
history regarding the reunification in 1990 and some geography. Following that, I introduced them 
to my hometown Berlin, interesting historic sites like the German government building and the 
Brandenburg Gate and my life from my birth to studying at university. I also tried to make them 
understand how I got interested in science, especially chemistry, and showed real-life examples 
of how chemistry surrounds us and accompanies us in our daily life. After that, my scientific career 
was explained and how it might look like if the students pick a science subject to study at the 
university. Starting from a bachelor’s degree to a master’s and a possible PhD, I tried to make 
them understand the time and afford needed and that one should never give up following their 
dreams. I also tried to make them understand two very important concepts, catalysis and chirality, 
that followed me through my scientific career. I showcased chirality with molecular models they 
could hold in their hands and non-harmful aroma compounds, because it is an unfamiliar and 
quite difficult topic to understand without real-life examples. I briefly introduced my research topic 
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I’m currently pursuing in the group of Prof. Dr. Takashi Ooi without going too much into detail and 
explained why photocatalysis is an important field of study.  
 
 
 
  Other noteworthy information :  
I was impressed by the student s English ability and interest in chemistry, after the lecture and 
questionnaire, I answered more questions that were specific to the students own research topic 
at their high school. I very much enjoyed that. 
 
 
 
- Impressions and comments from the lecture assistant 

:
 




