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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-

- Fellow’s name : Louis Francis ID No.
PE23759 )

- Name and title of the lecture assistant
Nakatsugawa, Arisa ( )

- Participating school : Chiba Prefectural Isobe High School

- Date : 26/11/2024
Date/Month/Year: / /

- Lecture title :
JSPS Science Dialogue for Isobe High School

- Lecture format :
☑Onsite ☐Online (Please choose one.)
Lecture time 40 min , Q&A time 10 min
Lecture style ex.: used projector, conducted experiments

Lecture with projector and activities + discussion for small groups

- Lecture summary : Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words.
My lecture was about my research topic on the aesthetics and associated challenges of small
living spaces, tailored for a Japanese High School audience, and with comparisons and
discussions about the current housing situation in England. I used photos and
easy-to-understand data displays to impress upon the students a contextual understanding of
my research and its importance.

The structure was as follows:
Information about England and my background as a researcher (15 mins)
Group activity: questions and discussion about living spaces (15 mins)
Discussion of my research and its importance (10 mins)
Questions and Answers (10 mins)



I had a prior discussion with the class’s English Teacher, Uekusa-san, about the English ability
of the students. Based upon this, I kept the language simple and focused on easy-to-understand
fundamentals appropriate for high-school-age students.

My aim was to impress upon the students the global scale of the housing crisis, the trend
towards smaller living spaces, and why the aesthetics of a living space is important. I wanted
the students to understand why Japan is important in this matter, and to think about how
housing situations in other countries might be different.

I wanted the students to think more critically about their own housing situations: to be able to
conceptualise the size of different living spaces: and to come away having learned something
new about both England and about my research topic.

Other noteworthy information :

- Impressions and comments from the lecture assistant
:

Dr. Francis’s lecture provided an excellent opportunity for the high school students in Isobe to
gain insight into the housing crisis in England. This issue also deserves attention in Tokyo,
Japan, particularly from the perspectives of aesthetics and history. The students were actively
engaged during the lecture, asking thoughtful questions about English culture. They also
expressed keen interest in Dr. Francis’s impressions of Japanese culture.




