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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-
(HATVRF(470T EERER)

- Fellow’s name (3EEiK4%): _Massa Manuela (ID
No. P20816 )

- Name and title of the lecture assistant (E&HEEEDHE-K4)

- Participating school (#:4): Yonago Higashi High School

- Date ( = i B B ) : 16.10.2022
(Date/Month/Year:B/B/£E)

- Lecture title (EZREH):
Unlocking a World of Possibilities: Exploring Philosophy and Cross-Cultural Dialogue

- Lecture format (E&M=):
€ X Onsite - [JOnline (Please choose one.) (@ * AT >) ((EBLMFEIRIZELY,))
®Lecture time (EZBER) _ 60 min (&), Q&Atime (EHEER) _ 30 min (&)
@ Lecture style (ex.: used projector, conducted experiments)
(FEEAE B TP —ERICKIERE. ER-ZEOHELL))
Used Projector

- Lecture summary (E&#=): Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words.

In my lecture at Yonago High School, | aimed to illuminate the profound value of embracing
diverse philosophical traditions, demonstrating how cross-cultural dialogue can enrich our
understanding of ourselves and the world around us. My goal was to ignite within those young
minds a passion for exploring life's big questions through a multifaceted lens, one that embraces

both Eastern and Western perspectives.

| began by drawing a parallel between the seemingly disparate worlds of 18th-century German
philosopher Christian Wolff and ancient Japanese thought. Wolff, a champion of natural law,
argued for universal moral principles woven into the very fabric of existence. Centuries earlier,
Japanese philosophers explored a similar concept through X & (tendd), emphasizing the
importance of aligning oneself with the natural order of the cosmos and human society. By



highlighting these distinct yet interconnected threads of thought, | sought to demonstrate that the
yearning for a just and harmonious world transcends cultural boundaries.

This desire for harmony, | argued, finds a compelling resonance in the work of 20th-century
Japanese philosopher Watsuji Tetsuré and his concept of J& X (fldo). Fldo illuminates the
profound interconnectedness between humans and their environment, highlighting how our
values and ways of being are shaped by the natural world around us. | emphasized that fado,
much like Wolff's natural law and the Japanese concept of tendd, underscores a universal
yearning for balance and interconnectedness.

Building on this foundation, | introduced the audience to the world of 33 %% (genshdgaku) —
phenomenology — a philosophical approach that emphasizes understanding the world through
lived experience. | highlighted the work of Japanese philosopher K& ¥ 5 (Otaka Tomoo),
who saw in phenomenology a powerful bridge between Eastern and Western thought. By
exploring concepts like fE4A (aidagara) — "betweenness" — Otaka emphasizes the vital role of
relationships in shaping our understanding of ourselves and the world.

In the final part of my lecture, | shifted the focus from exploring diverse philosophical concepts to
highlighting the crucial role of English in accessing this global world of ideas. | urged the students
to view English not merely as a subject to be studied but as a passport to engage in
cross-cultural dialogue, to connect with individuals from diverse backgrounds, and to contribute
their unique voices to the ongoing human conversation about life's most pressing questions.
Ultimately, | hope my lecture inspired those students to embrace the enriching power of
philosophical inquiry, to approach the world with curiosity and open-mindedness, and to view
English as a tool for building bridges of understanding in our increasingly interconnected world.

@ Other noteworthy information (ZMhiFET REEIE):

The students' enthusiastic feedback confirmed that despite the language barrier, the lecture topic
resonated deeply with them. Many expressed a newfound understanding of the relevance and
importance of philosophy, my area of expertise, in today's world. This positive reception
highlights the universality of philosophical inquiry and its ability to transcend cultural and
linguistic boundaries.

- Impressions and comments from the lecture assistant (EZ#EBEDAMD, ZATOTSLIZHT S
ER-BREEAHYELD, BELLVLET, ):






