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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-
(FATVR-HA4F7AT ERBRES)

- Fellow’s name (G&EFEK4): Victor Alexander FERGUSON (ID No. P23012)
- Name and title of the lecture assistant (GE&E@HBEDE-K4&)

Akira IGATA (Project Lecturer, RCAST, UTokyo)

- Participating school (##4): Shizuoka Prefectural Nirayama High School
-Date (EMEAH): 31/05/2024
- Lecture title (E%RER): Economic Interdependence & Power in World Politics

- Lecture format (E&xR=):

€ X Onsite - [JOnline (Please choose one.) @ - A2Z42) ((EBLMERIZELY, ))
®Lecture time (GEZERT) 60 (%) Q&Atime (EEEmZEER) 30(%)
@ Lecture style (ex.: used projector, conducted experiments)

(BEAE B TPz oa—ERICKSEE. ER-EETOHELL))

Used projector, handout, and multiple choice quiz

- Lecture summary (&= ): Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words.

Lecture Abstract: In history, disputes between countries often involved military conflict.
However, since the end of the Cold War, many famous scholars have argued that
because of globalization and economic interdependence, future disputes between
countries will primarily involve economic conflict. But social scientists know much less
about economic conflict than military conflict. When and how can countries use their
economic relationship with another country to influence them? One popular hypothesis
is that countries will be powerful when other countries “depend” on them economically.
This presentation examines the relationship between ‘dependence’ and power and
consider two case studies where a big country has tried to use a smaller country’s
‘dependence’ but failed to achieve their objective. The presentation explains why
‘economic power’ is difficult to use, and why it is an interesting topic to research.



Presentation: | spent the first half of my presentation on (1) Australia and (2) My
motives for becoming a scientist. In this section, | first told the students a bit about myself,
my hometown, and life in Australia. | asked the students some questions about Australia.
Then, | spoke about why | decided to become a researcher. In this part, | briefly spoke
about the difference between natural science (like chemistry) and social science (like
economics). It is much harder to understand cause-and-effect relationships in social
science, and this made me very interested in social scientific research. | explained this
in very simple English, using the example that natural scientists in a laboratory can put
two chemicals (Chemical X and Chemical Y) in a test tube and examine the effect of
X >Y, without worrying about other chemicals (Chemical A, Chemical B, etc). In social
science, we do not have test tubes, so it is challenging to study cause-and-effect (X >
Y) relationships because of the risk of confounding variables (A, B, etc).

The second half of the presentation focused on what | find interesting about my research.
In this section, | spoke about one broad theme of my research: the relationship
between economic interdependence and power in world politics. In history,
disputes between countries often involved war (military conflict). However, during my
lifetime (since the end of the Cold War) many famous scholars have argued that
because of globalization and economic interdependence, future disputes between
countries will primarily involve economic tools (economic conflict). But social scientists
know much less about economic conflict than military conflict. The big question that
motivates my research is: when and how can countries use their economic relationship
with another country to influence them? One popular hypothesis is that countries will be
powerful when other countries “depend” on them economically. My research examines
this idea about ‘dependence’ and power. | spoke about two case studies where a big
country has tried to use a smaller country’s ‘dependence’, but it has failed. | spoke about
why ‘economic power’ is difficult to use, and why it is an interesting topic to research.

@ Other noteworthy information (ZMDthiFET REEIH):

Key vocabulary:

social science vs. natural science (¥t &%}% vs. BRE )
causal inference (#t&tTHIE R HE )

treatment / cause (or independent variable) [&E&
outcome (or dependent variable) #& £
confounder (or confounding variable) X #&HEF
globalization (¥’ B—/\)L1t)

economic interdependence ($Z2FHEEIKTF)
asymmetric interdependence (JExt FrEIFRE1KTE)
economic sanction (¥&F#l )

economic security ({2F & £ 1RE)

export (#itH) / import (%I A)

boycott (R4 wk) / buycott (/A1 vk)



- Impressions and comments from the lecture assistant (E&x#EBEOAMS. KTOTSLIZHTS
BER-BEZEAHYELLL, BELLVLET.):

Participating in the program was an interesting and ultimately rewarding collaborative
‘research activity’. It forced Victor and | to think about how to communicate our
research to a new audience, and in much simpler language than usual. Delivering the
presentation was also a nice way to engage in teamwork in a new setting.
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