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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-  
 

 
- Fellow’s name :   Wang, Yi-Jye ID No.  

 
 
- Name and title of the lecture assistant  
Toyoda Yuri  
 
- Participating school :       
 
- Date : Date/Month/Year: / /   
 
- Lecture title : Why History Matters 
                 
 
 
- Lecture format : 

 Onsite  Online (Please choose one.)    
  Lecture time    90   min , Q&A time    30  min  
  Lecture style ex.: used projector, conducted experiments  

  

                                
 
- Lecture summary : Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words. 
 
This lecture, designed for an advanced high school English class, explored the theme, “Why 
History Matters”, by examining the role of history-writing in shaping societal values, economic 
transformations, and public perception of the past. After a brief introduction outlining my academic 
background, the discussion focused on the significance of history. Historical research was 
presented as a rigorous reconstruction of the past, requiring careful interpretation of sources and 
contextual analysis. Citing the works of George Orwell and efforts to commemorate the Holocaust 
as examples, the lecture underscored the social responsibility of historians to combat 
misinformation and uphold collective memory. Finally, the lecture concluded with a brief 
introduction to my JSPS postdoctoral project, ‘Godly Interest: Providence and Hypocrisy in the 
English Empire, 1600–173’, which reassesses the role of Protestant ethics in the early modern 
emergence of capitalism. Highlighting the importance of contextualisation, I encouraged students 
to recognise history as an interpretative discipline that seeks to foster critical thinking, deconstruct 
myths, recover historical reality, and provide essential insights into our lives today. 
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  Other noteworthy information :  
 
N/A 
 
 
- Impressions and comments from the lecture assistant 

: 
 
Christy

 




