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In 1981, Egyptian President Sadat was assassinated and replaced by President Mubarak. 10 years
later, in 1990-91, the Gulf War took place. In 1992, Cairo was famously hit by a major
earthquake, and search-and-destroy operations targeting radical Islamists were carried out.
Nevertheless, in light of current uncertainty about the future, there were also some hopeful events.
The Oslo Accords were signed. Nelson Mandela won a Noble Peace Prize. And the Maastricht
Treaty came into effect, giving a green light to the European Union

At that time, the office on the first floor wasn’t yet ready for business, so the director’s
residence on the fourth floor doubled as the center’s business office. | was the only staff member,
so it wasn’t clear whether my title was “Director” or not. On my resume, it’s listed as “Temporary
Employee”. My duties were to give periodic reports to JSPS headquarters, provide proper
guidance to staff members coming from headquarters for inspection, place pamphlets in the
reception area, and engage in conversation with the locals that sometimes came in asking for

information.
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It’s not as if | was regularly hosting open lectures, but every Thursday, Fawzia the maid
would prepare some Egyptian food for a “get-together” and a few drinks in my fourth floor
apartment’s communal area. Young Japanese researchers and students would come and go. At
that time, apart from Japanese students coming on government scholarships, there were also
private scholarships to help young researchers study abroad. Because studying overseas had
gotten cheaper, many students traveled at their own expense. So, my Thursday tradition gradually
became a banquet. My wife and son came to join me in Cairo for the latter half of my term, but
our banquets continued right through to the end of my one-year assignment. Many of the young
researchers that attended these banquets are now the experts overseeing Japanese research on the
Middle East and the Arab world. I, too, was then young and strong, and enjoyed a year that
foretold a bright future for Japanese research on that part of the world, or at least that was my
personal impression.
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When | left Japan, it was still in disorder following the earthquake in Kobe and the sarin gas
attack on the Tokyo subway. Mubarak’s Egypt seemed calm in comparison. At that time, the
conditions for research were not well sorted out. So it took a lot of work on my part to gather all
the information needed to make specific recommendations during research consultations. As the
number of Japanese exchange students coming to Egypt increased, there was still no established
orientation process. | was able to help in that regard by working to put a process in place.

The fact that the office and residence were at the same place presented an
inconvenience. But, it somewhat broke down psychological barriers between the researchers. |
remember them sitting and reading at the center with calm expressions. | received a great deal of
help with center matters from Egyptian acquaintances and Japanese people living in Egypt, which
helped the center run smoothly. By phone and by fax, | stayed in frequent contact with JSPS
headquarters back in Japan.

Every Thursday, we got together over dinner and recently-arrived researchers and

students would discuss and debate different issues. Occasionally, | would invite an expert to give
a special lecture, or show a movie, or something similar, accompanied by their own commentary
on modern literature or pop culture. | remember a lecture and party were being held at the nearby
Dutch research center, and a few people there were discussing the revised books of Middle Ages
historian Al-Tabari. | thought it would be a good idea for our center to host such an event. | was
quite glad when I returned to the center and saw similar events taking place.
At the request of an Egyptian researcher, | contacted a Japanese expert on animal husbandry,
which was well outside my area of expertise, and asked him quite directly for help. Despite my
intrusive request, he responded almost immediately by sending a copy of his research. | gave that
to the Egyptian researcher, who was quite impressed. With all the advanced technological
services we have today, | get nostalgic thinking about the time and effort we spent on such tasks. I
remember visiting the Egyptian Ministry of Industry on one occasion. | later received a visit from
an official there, but he was on a tight schedule, so we weren’t able to have an extended
conversation. As for alumni, there was no clear division between the roles of the embassy and the
center, so | didn’t get the chance to meet with them.



Kikuchi Tadayosi 71

Bl e & Ol Bals g gigs Sl LS 1) g s 2 gLl @ ale sl
Gl @l aSa Jh 6 Lol dilaial culS Cua 5 oalall ) cudiy Sl
UL e 8 135 J lea Le ol p e e o jian 3 Sl J)sal
alai @llia S5 o) gl 1 8 jean () ) se8 pdl) Al s caalall (50 s
Aoalall (50 sea Laagl LAl 138 8 agiaelie ) Cumad aglldiny
sl Gamy dbe e 8 IS candi Jaall Gl 8 AaBY) K6 IS daead)
sel Al sl 1S Al s cpialll G oaadil) Jalad) S (5 AT Aali (e 4
Al Wl agasa g o el dpdil) dall lam SHT (oSl ¢ LY
Ol 5 G peaall (e Cojlaall e ae Lo 388 (Sl daleiall 4 )Y ) 53U
Gl pe Joal il S LS oy 8 adi HsaY) dea Lo geae B Guagiall
OS5 ¢ salill IR e gL A G )

£l b oAl aladall Jsbi L s U sand used S diny (IS 2l (LAl d
Glea s Oty g Bl Glebiaal) Jazy (e (pdll Q3Uall 5 o siald) (IS
B el Miad tdalaiie & b ) sean gy Chad Aalide ddadif Way ollia 4, ylaill
b seia Baly e (5 305 5e Ay 8 pmalae W Al jaiadic jud Bsen
(Sl A ol je laias (el 02815 Alled panail Cyaall Y

b Al s LSal ) slacall (oail gl a1 38 pe (8 Caal ) Aliad) s ST
Al 1 Sy Wie aghy ol Of Cuidd (gl aia Joa 5 palae Jiall 13
TS d:ﬁek:\:\ﬁl;jjzf Ol 3 alall (i ) Cama 5 il Ladie Jas e g
.l gail)
d\;a_).\c@c_\;_a&am\.u\u\uu)md\umu\h\u_m;\ﬂaof@j
Aaalall cluly il e ae ) ey il pall IS8 e Sy aaiads
d&\cﬁ‘g‘\\}lu)\*\‘ﬂ)u\m‘j\ﬂ)udguujddw\\..\Q‘;Aw\
e A g cgpadl dalll e leain) Jladdl 138 8 Giay (e adaliis
Jh S agdasi of (e ¥ oS By Bggan Juaiyl 1 S alel
Aaall Gl La gl 6€3

Vs 6ol (S o1 AL Amea) dnie e plaalall oo 3 Adayl ) il Wl
5 il agiliaal da il i alg cagld aca 1 )00 AN W S




Eiji Nagazawa 72

1% %575 Eiji Nagasawa

1998 4= 4 H ~1999 4% 3 H

VEFOD=a2—X

ATAE 1997 4F 11 HITAARANBUECE 10 4 EIEL 72 o TV 7 Y — VIR B o T2 D3 b
M OBURTER TR ZE LTz, BT, A B Y — FF/L R L2382 NGO 72
ExFHM L, AAaEOEINL 2 K Uz (ilfe TBIR=T 7 N oA E NGO A1
27 L] 54 (2000 4F 3 M), B LSRRt 2B - T,

N Sl DL el A

EMERF O R R OAEF T, BESBE. T7RbBJEEARAN—R L IR — I EE T & M
ML TRE LI ETHD, TOHERIIL, BIHHEELE LIOMEARE (41 BLEES
FHEWR) ORI L, FIRAIC L D DN H o B, BrEEeTTEE
oy LA T O —BE 72 H 0 . o THERRRIFEMFZERTAY 1980 - RICHBHT & LT
STV ZATHD, HEKRLETOEFSHOEOIZD, MPARESLH —T i l%
A=« NG RT ) —TF « NT N ERERATO EIFEM X E W LISAT - 72 RE
W5, RFFZEERS D, HEOBEOBRYEXC, v rOoNE TR CRESGE
(2807,

ROE L Z—ROREES AD & ZNTFEBITIIISLIRZR I 2 AT O A & e fif < vz,
BED D LEADOFRA GARIFINES T2 b DT, B ¥ —DAHOT 7 BT BRI, %7
TRy T 7 —UBARBROBRIK ST, S IRDRNOLEEBHTOMPAbHE, £
RIS TCHOE Y ¥ 7 7 AT R TWh iz i2nTe,

sk —PEEESAITOBEFTEC In the living roomAt the 1998 grand opening of the center under Director Nagasawa



Eiji Nagazawa 73

PEBFTOROERIL, MK, FAZE & OFEHOE & U CHMEAEDOMIEE I
Rt L7z, ZENEMETHIHE., HETOBAREIIAETHY ., LD HD
AR TP E YL M A2 RO ENHEL N LTH D, BARRKIZYZD ., FR)»
D ORI TR CEAR LR ECREMBE A A L T, REZ R L7, 72720, 2D,
ZO—EBMRLIZDOIFRETH D, TNE TCEMINTEHRBFELZRAEINE T
ERBIET D &L Lz,

WIF, WA v THZET 28 F5EE - RFEFADEITFELFH->TETEY . NIEHT
Sh BHBZERER) T THo=Mn, =T 7 7 AOWFEHE BRI R LIME L.
U —OEFEIZHH I LTV W, SHZES A (T U7 RIEZEET « Y, Bl
ﬁmakﬁ\ﬁmﬁiéh(%ﬁaﬁ@\ﬂmﬁﬁéh(iﬁk%)kwokﬁaf

o BIHEFHE CHBEM SN2 & LCd, KEZERSA EKRKT) . SEFEEA

éh(ﬁa%akam T LTHMRERERSA (B2 —ERBRE. HH KT Y
RF) 72 ERBOLNTZ, WOLRBLDOKRZFEI AL OREDOEGmIEN L, HEEME =
AbFif s, FIRBFETHLRFE L CWEEE, To#EEE /M TR ARDSCH
WEIZ & > TOHRHR] (A v PHEREHE SR 1 5, 19994 3 A) & L CHMTHIAT L=,

[BARD SIS IZ & > TOHR] (01 v PR SFUEE 1 5. 1999 4F 3 A)

A%
A BRRBREREE ) ORITICD > T

HARDSCHEMS I & > TOHIR B =
I XC®IC

HE 2 IE L < BiES 5120

BPE RS & oAU

20 itz iRV KD

BEA~ DA & SCH Rk

RO E A AT —LDA /37 |k

=< 2 E =

fAE BHAR, o 20 il
I FEEEARTFRE EFITEEA 2 TR REN?
Mm 770D AT—LERR

A& R
1998 A IRGE S o ik



Eiji Nagazawa 74

In November of the previous year, 1997, ten Japanese tourists were killed in terrorist attacks in
Luxor. But by the time of my stay, the political conditions had settled. During my tenure, | visited
a number of NGOs that supported street children. | came to appreciate the seriousness of such
social problems. (refer to “Modern Egyptian Social Problems and NGOs” “The Muslim World”
54 (March 2000)). Egyptian society was overcast with a bleak presence.

During my tenure, my biggest task was to separate the center’s residence from its
business office. Sectional manager Hisashi Kato had inspected the location (he was international
operations manager back then), and I think headquarters understood the situation. The new office
would be on the first floor of the same building. It had previously been used by the MECCJ in the
1980s. | remember the place had nothing but bare light bulbs. So, | went to a wholesalers at the
Souq El-Barbara and Wekalet El-Balah markets to buy lighting equipment and curtains. | also
attempted to improve the living conditions in the residential part by repainting the rooms and
redoing the interior design of the kitchen. My successor, Otoshi, provided the office with some
wonderful shelves. | also added a nameplate at the entrance with the center’s name translated into
Arabic, as suggested by the late Abdul Rahman Suzuki Noboru. It was a modest center, but we
held a grand opening ceremony. The late Prof. Sharaf, who was still healthy at the time, attended.

The rooms of the new center were available as study rooms for researchers staying at
the site. If a teacher and student were of opposite genders it wasn’t permissible to hold tutoring
sessions in a private home, and it was difficult to find a suitable public space. On the occasion of
the center’s opening, | received a special allowance from the JSPS to buy basic research books
and dictionaries, some of which | unfortunately later misplaced. | continued the tradition of
regular get-togethers over a light meal.

At the time, the number of young researchers and exchange students had dropped quite
a bit. There was only Reiko Okawa (Meiji Gakuin University). A researcher from a senior class
was there for an extended stay, and he helped me run the center. Sadashi Fukuda (Institute of
Developing Economies then; Waseda University now), Hirofumi Tanada (Waseda University),
and Masatoshi Kisaichi (Sophia University) were there. There were also some researchers present
for short fieldwork visits, including; Takio Mizushima (Tokushima University), Masato lizuka
(TUFS Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa), and the late Kazuo
Otsuka (previous director of the center, then working at Tokyo Metropolitan University). | miss
having heated discussions with Prof. Otsuka deep into the night. Prof. Yuzo Itagaki would always
visit and speak at the JSPS open lectures. Recordings of those lectures are still available at the
center, filed under “The Middle East in Japanese Civilizational Strategies” (JSPS Cairo center
lecture recordings, volume 1, March 1999)
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