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Achievements

Research activities of Prof. Corner cover many fields of biology, dealing mainly
with organisms in the plant and mycological kingdoms. In his study he has made free
use of taxonomical, morphological and ecological techniques. He has also paid
utmost attention toward the nature conservation, when he is gathering specimens of
flowers and seeds. It is because of this that he is famous as one of the top-level
naturalists among his contemporary scientists.

Prof. Corner conducted field research for many years in tropical districts, as
clearly known from his career. Abundant in knowlege about tropical plants, he
wrote many books of tropical botany. The Durian Theory he fully discussed in
The life of Plants (1964) was a bold inference about the origin of angiosperms,
and made the focus of common attention of those interested in the natural history
of plants.

As for the ecology of tropical plants, he led an expedition to Malay swamp
districts as early as the 1930’s. He continued to study in the remaining problems,
which he succeeded in solving with the help of later development of research, and
published Freshwater Swamp Forests of Johore (1978).




In the taxonomical study of higher plants, Prof. Corner is famous for his suc-
cessful establishment of a new classification of the genus Ficus. He also conducted a
trailblazing research on the coevolution of insects and plants. This is at present one
of those problems which are most actively pursued by many researchers.

As regards the taxonomy of fungi, Prof. Corner’s research is not only the profuse
taxonomy and systematics, but the anatomical basis for classification. He also
devised an ecological analysis, and made a great contribution to the establishment
of the modern taxonomical systems.

Prof. Corner has also attained a notable achievements as an educator. He has not
only brought up many excellent biologists in England, but also directly educated or
largely influenced most of the leading botanists in Southeast Asia.

It is clearly recognized from the viewpoint of his achievements briefed above,
that Prof. Corner has made an outstanding contribution to the advancement of
research in fundamental biology.




