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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-
(HATVR-FA4F7OT EHRESE)

1. Fellow’s name (i&EMEK 4 ): Syarifah Aini DALIMUNTHE (ID No.P26009)
2. Name and title of the lecture assistant (FEZE®HPEDH - K4)-

3. Participating school (2#:4): Aichi Prefectural Nishio Senior High School.

4.Date (EfEAEE): 23/07/2026 (Date/Month/Year: B/ /4E)

5. Lecture format (E&MHX):
& XOnsite * [JOnline (Please choose one.) (@ * 254 V) (EBHAERIEELY,)
®Lecture time (G&EZERE) 90 min (%), Q&Atime (BRISEEERE) 15 min (%)
@®Lecture style(e.g., used projector, conducted experiments)
(EEAHZ B ToPzrs—ERICKIERE. RR-EEOFRLZL))

Slide-based lecture using a projector, delivered entirely in plain English with visual and numerical anchors
on each slide. A four-page student handout was prepared and sent to the school several weeks in advance
so that students could read it before the lecture. The handout included a bilingual English—Japanese glossary
of key terms from disaster and coastal research, a map of my research sites, and two discussion questions

for students to consider beforehand.

The lecture itself was interactive rather than one-directional, with questions put to the students at several
points. After the lecture portion, students took a short five-minute break and then returned to the classroom
for a writing activity, "A Postcard from 2100," an idea drawn from my own fieldwork with coastal communities.
Students then had time to discuss their postcards in the class and share their thoughts aloud, followed by a

question-and-answer session. No experiments or demonstrations were conducted.

6. Lecture title (#E=REH):

Can We Learn to Live With Fire and Water? Disasters, Coasts, and Resilience Across Indonesia

7. Lecture summary (GEZ&#IE): Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words.

Japan and Indonesia sit on the same Pacific Ring of Fire and face the same family of hazards:
earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, and now rising seas. This lecture introduced students
to disaster research from the perspective of human geography; the study of how people and the
places they live shape one another. My central argument was that we cannot stop the earth from
shaking or the sea from rising, but we can change how we live with them, and that resilience is
built not from concrete and sensors alone but from communities, local knowledge, and everyday
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choices.

Ahead of my lecture, | sought advice from Professor Makoto Takahashi, the host of my JSPS
Postdoctoral Fellowship, on selecting material that would be appropriate and engaging for
Japanese high school students. | also communicated extensively with the school teacher to
ensure that the content matched the students' background and learning needs. To prepare the
students, a handout was sent to the school several weeks in advance. It included a bilingual
English-Japanese glossary of key terms such as vulnerability, liquefaction, land subsidence,
ocean literacy, and sea level rise, allowing students to recognise the vocabulary when they heard
it rather than having to memorise it. The handout also included two discussion questions for
students to consider before the lecture, helping them engage more actively with the topic during
the session.

After a short account of my own path from a university in Indonesia to a JSPS fellowship in Japan,
| organised the talk around three field sites. First, Palu in Central Sulawesi, where the 2018
earthquake, tsunami and liquefaction killed about 4,340 people and the first wave arrived within
roughly 7 to 12 minutes, disaster arriving in minutes. Second, the sinking coast near Jakarta,
where the land itself is subsiding and the threat is slow, quiet, and cumulative. Third, Bali, where
my current work is more hopeful: mangrove restoration along the coast, and a Virtual Reality
tsunami drill tested with residents of an area where nine in ten households had never practised
an evacuation. Two further cases, the 2025 floods and landslides in Sumatra's forest villages and
the 2022 Cianjur earthquake, showed that disasters often destroy livelihoods and fall hardest on
children and on those who do not appear in official records.

Following a short break, students wrote "A Postcard from 2100": imagining their own coastal town
seventy-five years from now, choosing between three possible futures, and writing a postcard
from the future they hoped would be real. This idea came from my fieldwork, where | ask
communities to describe the coast they want to leave behind. Students engaged in peer
discussions regarding their postcards and subsequently presented them orally. The session
concluded with a question-and-answer segment explaining the actual responsibilities of a
researcher, specifically encompassing fieldwork, international collaboration, and science
diplomacy.

8. Other noteworthy information (ZFMfhiEEd REEIE):

The students were notably active and willing to participate, and the atmosphere throughout was
friendly and open. Because the handout and glossary had been provided in advance, students
were already familiar with the key vocabulary, which made the interactive parts of the lecture
easier for them in English. The writing activity, in particular, allowed every student to take part
without needing advanced spoken English, and several volunteered to read their postcards to the
class.
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