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Activity Report -Science Dialogue Program-
(HATVR-FA4F7OT EHRESE)

- Fellow's name (G&ffiK4): DURAND-BESSART Clementine (ID No.P25704)

- Name and title of the lecture assistant (GE&E@HBEDE-K4&)
No assistant

- Participating school (¥#:4): Ena High School

- Date (EMEBR):_03/02/2026 (Date/Month/Year:B/B /4E)

- Lecture title (GE&%REH):

Forest-related knowledge of rural communities in African Tropical Forests

- Lecture format (E&M):
€ X Onsite - [JOnline (Please choose one.) @& - A2Z42) ((EBLMERIZELY, ))
®Lecture time (FEZBER) _ 30 min (&), Q&Atime (EEGEFM) 15 min (4)
@®Lecture style (ex.: used projector, conducted experiments)
(BEAE B TOPzoa—ERICKSEE. ER-EETOHELL))
Lecture with a projector

- Lecture summary (E&#E): Please summarize your lecture within 200-500 words.

| study tropical forests and the people who live near them. My work looks at how local communities
use nature and understand their environment. This includes plants, animals, and forests. | am
especially interested in medicinal plants or knowledge about frugivory - how animals eat fruits and
spread seeds. Because when animals eat fruits, they help trees grow in new places. This is very
important because many tropical trees (50-80%) need animals to survive.

During my PhD, | studied forests in Gabon, Central Africa. | used cameras, scientific articles, and
interviews with local people to learn more about the functioning of the forests. | learned that
scientists do not have enough information about forests, but local communities have a lot of
knowledge. When we use both kinds of knowledge together, we understand nature better.

After my PhD, | worked in Madagascar. | talked with people in villages about health, medicines,
and plants. | learned that people use both traditional plant medicine and modern medicine, but
also that this knowledge is threatened.

This year, | began exploring the forest knowledge of Japanese rural communities in Gifu
Prefecture (Yaotsu-cho and Shirakawa-cho).
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& Other noteworthy information (ZMth4FE T REEIE):

| had the opportunity to attend the students' scientific project presentation. | saw four groups
presenting their work. | was very impressed by their science level and English. | could give them

some recommendations.

- Impressions and comments from the lecture assistant (EZEHEBIZEOAMNS, KTOTSLIZxT S
ER-BREEMSHYELLS, BELLVLET, ):
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