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The naganakidori, a long-crowing
rooster of the eternal world, has
symbolized the dawn since ancient
times. Japan’s oldest historical
record, the Kojiki, relates that
the gods gathered naganakidori
to signal the end of night and
thereby convince the sun goddess
Amaterasu to open the stone door
of her cave.
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Chapter 5

Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science (JSPS)

This chapter introduces the Japan Society for the Pro-
motion of Science (JSPS) and explain its operations.

5-1 Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

Since the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS) was established with an imperial endowment in
1932, it has been Japan’s premier funder of scientific re-
search. JSPS has five missions: (1) Creating Knowledge in
Diverse and Profound Fields; (2) Fostering Next Genera-
tion of Researchers who Challenge the Creation of New
Genres of Knowledge; (3) Strengthening the Support
Base for Science Promotion in Universities and Research
Institutions; (4) Strengthening International Research
Networks; and (5) Strengthening the Support Base for Sci-
ence Promotion. Based on these missions, JSPS promotes
academic research through the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific
Research (KAKENHI) program—which is the largest
competitive research funds program in Japan—and other
subsidies; the Research Fellowship for Young Research-
ers program and other researcher development programs;
international exchange related to academic research; and
support for university reform and globalization. All fields
of research from basic to applied are eligible for support,
from the humanities to the social sciences and natural sci-
ences. The special characteristic of JSPS is that it empha-
sizes bottom-up support for the researcher’s creative ideas.
Headquartered in Tokyo, JSPS conducts many programs,
including academic international exchange programs. In
addition to its headquarters in Tokyo, JSPS has ten liaison
offices overseas in nine countries. There is also a JSPS
advisor in Brazil. Cooperative ties have been built with
90 overseas counterpart institutions—including 2 inter-
national institutions—in 50 countries/regions around the
world to promote various academic international exchange
programs (as of June 2025). JSPS plays a crucial role as
the Japan’s premier funder of scientific research.

Please refer to the list on page 43 for the JSPS programs.
For details on each program, such as the KAKENHI pro-
gram, the World Premier International Research Center
Initiative (WPI), the Program for Forming Japan’s Peak
Research Universities (J-PEAKS), various fellowship
programs such as the Research Fellowship for Young Sci-
entists, as well as outreach programs, please see the JSPS
website or brochure.

[ https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/index .html

Visit the JSPS YouTube channel for an overview of JSPS ac-
tivities.

[ https://www.youtube.com/user/jspsvideos

The latest information, such as JSPS grant announcements,

are also posted on X.
[ https://x.com/jsps_sns
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5-1-1 List of JSPS Programs (as of July 2025)

Support for
Research
Initiatives

Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research (KAKENHI)

Topic-Setting Program to Advance Cutting-Edge
Humanities and Social Sciences Research

Program for Strengthening Data Infrastructure for the
Humanities and Social Sciences

Fostering Next
Generation of
Researchers

Research Fellowships for Young Scientists

Overseas Research Fellowships

Overseas Challenge Program for Young Researchers *

Leading Initiative for Excellent Young Researchers
(LEADER) *

International
Academic
Collaborations

Bilateral Programs (Joint Research Projects and
Seminars)

Bilateral Programs (Researcher Exchange Program)

Japanese-German Graduate Externship

International Joint Research Program

Core-to-Core Program
A. Advanced Research Networks
B. Asia-Africa Science Platforms

A3 Foresight Program

Postdoctoral Fellowships for Research in Japan
A. Summer Program

B. Short-term program (PE)

C. Short-term program (PA)

D. Standard program

Invitational Fellowships for Research in Japan
E. Long-term
F. Short-term

RONPAKU (Dissertation PhD) Program *

BRIDGE Fellowship Program

HOPE Meetings with Nobel Laureates

Frontiers of Science (FoS) Symposia

Nobel Prize Dialogue

Young Researcher Support for Attending Lindau Nobel
Laureate Meetings

Enhancing
the Education
and Research
Functions of
Universities

World Premier International Research Center Initiative
(WPI)

Program for Forming Japan’s Peak Research
Universities (J-PEAKS)

WISE Program (Doctoral Program for World-leading
Innovative & Smart Education) *

Project for Designing Graduate Programs Emphasizing
Digital Literacy across Diverse Fields; X Program

Project for the Establishment of Networked Graduate
Schools in the Humanities and Social Sciences

Future-Leading and Advanced Graduate-schools
(FLAGs)

Supereminent Program for Activating Regional
Collaboration ~SPARC~ *

Inter-University Exchange Project

Multicultural Campus Project Toward Social Impact *

Program for Establishing Systems for R & D
Management Professional

Strengthening
Linkage with
Society

HIRAMEKI ¥x TOKIMEKI SCIENCE - Welcome to
a University Research Lab - Science That Inspires and
Inspirits

Science Dialogue—Expand your world with science

University-Industry Research Cooperation Societally
Applied Scientific Linkage and Collaboration

Award
Programs

JSPS Prize

JSPS ITkushi Prize

International Prize for Biology

Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize

* These programs are closed for new applications/recruitments and only
support ongoing projects and related activities.
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The KAKENHI program is a competitive research funding program aimed at significantly
developing all scientific research (i.e., research based on the free ideas of researchers), from
basic to applied research in all fields, covering the humanities, the social sciences and the

natural sciences.
(The budget for fiscal year 2025 is 237.9 billion yen.)
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To provide excellent re-
searchers from other countries with opportunities to con-
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World Premier International Research Center Initiative (WPI)

mb\ 1//\)1/0)651‘ %"E’FPV L Ltﬂi‘?? b M 7 [0 duct collaborative research, discussions, and opinion ex-

)l/ﬂﬁf ?4@ '50)ﬁ/ﬁ!2 z E . SHRT i%ﬁ ~F changes with researchers in Japan, the JSPS offers several

" ﬁm ﬁ;clj Iﬁ%jﬂ 131] Ao, 7 ours L\a)ﬁja?w) 54 different fellowship programs, such as Summer Program
wpl Weorkd Premicr rtemational Atz 7= B o % for young pre- and postdoctoral researchers, Postdoctoral

Fellowships (in three categories: standard; short term for
European researchers; and short term for ASEAN and
African researchers) and Invitational Fellowships (in two
categories: long term and short term) for researchers with
excellent records of research achievements.

WPI provides concentrated support for projects
to establish and operate research centers that have at their core a group of very high-level
investigators. In addition to reviews, evaluations and progress management, JSPS per-
forms support functions aimed at maximizing the WPI program’s achievements.
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SRt AR LI A AT B The program supports 25 selected Japanese universities with distinctive
To foster the next generation of researchers research strengths or societal implementation centers in building the in-
in the Asia-Pacific region and African region, the JSPS annually gives frastructure and talent needed to internationalize research and apply its
opportunities to prominent graduate students and young researchers from outcomes in society. It contributes to the sharp improvement of Japan’s
those regions to interact closely with Nobel laureates and other top scien- technological and scientific competence, revitalizes the regional socio-
tists in the world through a five-day program in Japan. economy, and forms a distinguished group of research universities to ad-

dress challenges.
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5-2 Services for JSPS Fellows

JSPS offers the following services to help foreign
researchers who have come to Japan under a JSPS
program so that they can research productively in
Japan and continue to develop their network with
international and Japanese researchers after returning
to their home countries.

(1) Services for current JSPS fellows
-JSPS Global Gathering—a networking event for
JSPS International Research Fellow currently on a
prolonged stay in Japan
- Orientations for JSPS International Research
Fellow who will be staying in Japan for the first
time
-Science Dialogue —outreach opportunities for
fellows to speak in English at local high schools
near the host institutions about their research
activities, their home countries, and other topics
(2) Services for post JSPS fellows
-Support for the formation of a researcher
community (alumni association) and related
activities
-BRIDGE Fellowship Program (only for alumni
association members)
(3) Services for all JSPS fellows
Note: The portal site JSPS Fellows Plaza provides
details of the following services.
G https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-plaza/index .html
-Find Nearby Fellows (a database to search for
current fellows)
- Posting of an online version of Life in Japan for
Foreign Researchers
- Testimonials and advice, etc., from participants in
past programs
- Management and operation of an SNS of researchers,
“JSPS Researchers Network (JSPS-Net)”

HUECTHNpIPDL

SM4EX FS (USPS Global Gathering 2025 in Tokyo) 0)[3%1&
JSPS Global Gathering 2025 in Tokyo
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The German JSPS Alumni Association members and JSPS staff
members supporting alumni association activities (Germany)
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List of Researcher Communities

RRNLAE /
AKiEL Name nﬁ);ear of
Establishment
FAVFEBOAEMRE A [Deutsche Gesellschaft der JSPS- 1995
THAES Stipendiaten e.V.
ooz I' Association des Anciens Boursiers
D 3N 5] 2% A
JSPS 77 AR & = Francophones de la JSPS 2003
]SPS AFYA « 74 V5 VKA | The JSPS Alumni Association of the 2004
B UK and the Republic of Ireland
HA ¥ AiRH 4K E - #7-% |US and Canada JSPS Alumni 2004
RS Association
JSPS Az —F VI BS JSPS Sweden Alumni Club 2005
- Indian JSPS Alumni
RN
JSPSAvFmES Association(JAA) 2006
L g A JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt
3 sl
JSPS VT MNH S (JSPSAAE) 2008
— e Eastern Africa JSPS Alumni
JSPS T 7V 4 % 1 Association” 2008
i 1] 7] 25 2 JSPS Korea Fellows Alumni
JSPS.?LE ’E]/L‘ :: ~ Association (Association of the 2008
(HEB A2 2) Korea-Japan Researcher Network)
ooy, e |Bangladesh JSPS Alumni
ISPS 37T 7 2B S Association (BISPSAA) 2009
JSPS 745 R B & JSPS Alumni Club in Finland (ACF) 2009
1 A JSPS Alumni Association of Thailand
JSPS ¥ 1[4 (JAAT) 2010
1 2 JSPS Fellow Alumni Association in
JSPS Wi [ 22 % China 2010
mo JSPS Alumni Association of
JSPS 74/ [A%& Philippines (JAAP) 2013
EYTPYN Nepal JSPS Alumni Association
JSPS A/ 8=V [ 2. (NJAA) 2015
JSPS Fr~—rHEE JSPS Alumni Club in Denmark (ACD) 2015
ISPS A RAVTIES JSPS Alumni Association of Indonesia 2016
(JAAI)
_atsurr s |JSPS Alumni Association in Australia
JSPS A =AM T AR (JSPSAAA) 2017
PN JSPS Norway-Japan Academic
JSPS /Vox=FIEZ  Network (NJAN) 2019
JSPS ~L—37RES JSPS Alumni Association Malaysia 2019
JSPS A )T A BE S Italian JSPS Alumni Association 2025

X1 TNWrY, FFET, r=7, U AN 5'/“3' TN OHIT
FUET, FATVZYT, /l7b2‘$“(1‘§}i€

%1 It consists of Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda,
Zambia, Nigeria and Sierra Leone.

(Alumni Association)

JSPS supports the formation of researcher
communities (alumni associations) of the former
program participants so as to help foreign researchers
who have come to Japan under a JSPS program to
actively maintain and develop their networks with
international and Japanese researchers even after
the completion of their fellowship tenure. As of
April 2025, 21 researcher communities had formally
received certification from JSPS, and about 23
percent of former fellows—a total of 32,000 since
the fellowship programs were launched —belong
to one of them. As JSPS alumni associations, these
groups receive support from the JSPS head office and
overseas branches, and independently engage in such
activities as periodically hosting academic symposia,
publishing newsletters and e-mail magazines. Many
overseas fellows work hard on alumni association
activities to serve as a bridge between Japan and their
home countries.

For details regarding the alumni associations, visit the
following website:

G https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-alumni/index.html

P

TI909a77 'f’]’(ﬁ'bht%Z?

PO EA

BAK- K1Y YRITL (1Y)
27th Japanese-German Symposium

in Braunschweig held by Deutsche
Gesellschaft der JSPS-Stipendiaten e.V.
(Germany)

Ty IATA— |~’(1Tbhf 1F¥UR-

t?%'mt\ LoShA & DA

TAN7 L FRAES 20 AFRTEIN>
M (1¥1U2Z)

20th Anniversary Event of the JSPS
Alumni Association for the UK and
Republic of Ireland, Oxford (UK)

EFTIPVEN HULILEND t93 ¢
N TI7Y 1 RBRE16EERY ‘:F(‘kl% ﬁ/\)lzbt /T‘ﬁfﬁbﬂf_ JSPS':Fl
< IV 5
RIIL2025 (N> 7579 1) SOFTHEI - (EPI)

16th International Symposium 2025 held
by BJSPSAA (Bangladesh)

Heilongjiang Branch Seminar held by
JSPS Fellow Alumni Association in
China (China)
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The JSPS has ten liaison offices in nine countries to
reinforce relations and foster international exchanges
between Japan and various countries in the fields of
research and technology, and is actively pursuing the
activities mentioned below. In addition, a JSPS science
advisor in Sdo Paulo, Brazil collects information on
research trends and provides specialized advice in
Brazil and neighboring areas.

O Collaborating with overseas science-promotion
institutions, including those with which JSPS has
signed cooperation agreements

O Organizing symposiums, colloquiums, and other
events in collaboration with overseas scientific
institutions

O Cooperating with Japanese universities and
supporting their overseas activities

(O Building and supporting networks connecting
JSPS program alumni, including past fellowship
recipients

O Disseminating scientific information from Japan
and collecting information on overseas scientific
trends, university reforms, and other science-
related matters

E-mail: was-info@overseas.jsps.go.jp https://www.jspsusa.org
. B AEPINAB
BT AAMRERE S -
JSPS San Francisco Office
1936 University Avenue, The PROMENADE Suite 250, Berkeley, CA 94704,
USA
Tel: +1-510-665-1890  Fax: +1-510-665-1891
E-mail: sfo-info@overseas.jsps.gojp [E https://www.jspsusa-sf.org/

F4 Y Germany
. HAZBINASL
RO RELEL > 2 — JSPS Bonn Office
Wissenschaftszentrum, Ahrstr. 58, 53175, Bonn, GERMANY
Tel: +49-228-375050  Fax: +49-228-957777
E-mail: bonn-info@overseas.jsps.go.jp https://www jsps-bonn.de

FAANES
Yil{ UK

1 A%PINABC
0> K H5RER+E > 2 — JSPS London Office
14 Stephenson Way, London, NW1 2HD, UK
Tel: +44-20-7255-4660  E-mail: lon-info@overseas.jsps.go.jp
https://www.jsps.org

v Sweden

A x—
FAZRINAS LS

Z by IRIVARRERE S 52—

JSPS Stockholm Office

Blombicks vig 13,171 65 Solna, Sweden

Tel: +46-8-5248-4561 E-mail: sto-info@overseas.jsps.go.jp
https://www.jsps-sto.com

.—:‘

77 ¥ A France
_ R BAERINABL
AMFRT VIR ERE 42—
JSPS Strasbourg Office
Maison Universitaire France-Japon 42a, avenue de la Forét-Noire,
67000 Strasbourg, FRANCE
Tel: +33-3-6885-2017  Fax: +33-3-6885-2014
E-mail: jsps@unistra.fr https://jsps-strasbourg.com

% 4 Thailand

FAZpINASLC

N A RREEE > 4 — JSPS Bangkok Office =] =25 m]
No.1016/3, 10th FI., Serm-mit Tower, 159 Sukhumvit Soi 21, Bangkok 10110,

THAILAND

Tel: +66-2-661-6533  Fax: +66-2-661-6535 r

E-mail: bkk@overseas.jsps.go.jp [N https://www.jsps-th.org E

Hp9J

it I§I China

N ZATAZSINAS LS
R E &+ >~ 4 — JSPS Beijing Office

#1021, Beijing Fortune Building, No.5, Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang
District, Beijing 100004 CHINA

Tel: +86-10-8882-4331  Fax: +86-10-8882-4332

E-mail: beijing@jsps.org.cn https://www jsps.org.cn

IV b Egypt
YAEPINABC
hA OmRERE> 2—
JSPS Cairo Research Station
9 Al-Kamel Muhammad Street, Flat No. 4, Zamalek, Cairo, EGYPT
Tel & Fax: +20-2-27363752
E-mail: cairol @overseas.jsps.go.jp https://jspscairo.com

=7 Kenya
HAEINASL
FAOEHFREE L 2 —
JSPS Nairobi Research Station
Woodlands Estate, House Number 4, Ngong Rd, Karen, Nairobi, KENYA
Tel: +254-20-4348000
E-mail: nbo-academia@overseas.go.jp https://www.jspsnairobi.org

79 ¥ )V Brazil

LB
oY OB 7 KIS A =
JSPS Science Advisor in Sdo Paulo
E-mail: sao-info@overseas.jsps.go.jp
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-overseas/saopaulo/
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[ FADKUIDOLAT SH L VB> & h

5-5 HFLHIFRESOMHEE Gh- % 5
JSPS’s Overseas Counterpart In-
stitutions (as of July 2025)

) 2&?@%’%"%%&@«@5% - -m# %2‘%
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The JSPS has built ties with the following 89 research
promotion institutes in 50 countries/regions, including
two international institutes, creating a strong and diverse
international cooperative network for promoting JSPS
bilateral programs and fellowship programs for overseas
research:

Country/

¥gztam Region

Counterpart Institution

University Grants Commissions of Bangladesh (UGC) %
Bangladesh Academy of Sciences (BAS) %

Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS)

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) %

China Ministry of Education (MOE) %

I;Ifitional Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) €

Bangladesh

Department of Science and Technology (DST) %%
India Indian Council of Histrical Research (ICHR) %
Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) @

Directorate General of Higher Education, Research, and
. Technology, Ministry of Education Culture, Research and
Asia Indonesia Technology (DGHERT) %

National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) % @
Korea, Rep. National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF) %%

Vice-Chancellors’ Council of National Universities in

Malaysia Malaysia (VCC) %
Myanmar Ministry of Education %
Philippines Department of Science and Technology (DOST) %%
Singapore National University of Singapore (NUS) %%
Thailand National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) ¥%
Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) %
Vietnam Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology (VAST) %
*
Taiwan Academia Sinica
. Australian Academy of Science (AAS) ok
Australia - -
Australian Research Council (ARC) %
Oceania Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE)
New Zealand
Royal Society Te Aparangi (RSNZ) ¢ 95
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
(MHESR) %
Egypt - - - -
Science, Technology and Innovation Funding Authority
(STDF) @
. ; National Commission for Science, Technology and Innovation
Africa Kenya

(NACOSTI) %
Senegal Ministry of Higher Education, Research and Innovation %
South Africa  |National Research Foundation (NRF) %%

Tunisia Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
(MHESR) *

Austrian Agency for International Cooperation in Education
and Research (OeAD-GmbH) e

Austrian Science Fund (FWF) @
Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF) %

Fonds de la Recherche Scientifique-FNRS (F.R.S.-FNRS)
Europe Belgium »v
Research Foundation-Flanders (FWQ) &%

Ministry of Education and Science of Bulgaria (MES) ¢
The Bulgarian National Science Fund (BNSF) %

Czech Rep. Czech Academy of Sciences (CAS) @

Denmark Universities Denmark (DU) %

Austria

Bulgaria

Region Cl{)eugnigr}:/ Counterpart Institution
Estonia Estonian Research Council (ETAG) &
Finland Research Council of Finland (RCF) s ¢ %
French National Research Agency (ANR) %
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs - Ministry of Higher
France Education and Research (MEAE-MESR) ¥
Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) ok
I;ational Institute of Health and Medical Research (Inserm)
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation (AvH) &%
Council for the Lindau Nobel Laureate Meetings %
Germany

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) &%

German Research Foundation (DFG) %%

Hungary Hungarian Academy of Sciences (HAS) do®

Ministry of University and Research (MUR) &

Italy " ,
The National Research Council of Italy (CNR) ¥

Lithuania The Research Council of Lithuania (RCL) ¥ de ¢

Netherlands I\'Iet*l:erlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO)
Norway The Research Council of Norway (RCN) 4

Europe Poland Polish Academy of Sciences (PAS) &%
Romania Ministry of National Education (MEN) %
Slovakia Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAS) ok
Slovenia Ministry of Education, Science and Sport (MESS) %
Spain Spanish National Research Council (CSIC) ¥

Nobel Prize Outreach %

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences (KVA) ok

The Swedish Foundation for International Cooperation in
Sweden Research and Higher Education (STINT) o

Swedish Foundation for Strategic Research (SSF) &

Swedish Governmental Agency for Innovation Systems
(VINNOVA) &

ETH Zurich (ETHZ) 4

Switzerland Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) %
The British Academy oo

UK The Royal Society e ¥ %
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) %
UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) %

Ukraine The National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (NAS) &

Europe European Research Council (ERC) %
Canadian Embassy (CE) &
Canadian Institute For Advanced Research (CIFAR) %
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of
Canada (NSERC) &

Canada

Mitacs o

I,\\I(I:;I:ica Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council
(SSHRC) %

Royal Society of Canada (RSC) %

National Academy of Sciences (NAS) %

USA National Institutes of Health (NIH) do%

National Science Foundation (NSF) %

. National Council of Scientific and Technological Research
Argentina (CONICET) %

Central/
South Mexi National Council on Science and Technology (CONACYT)
. exico
America *
Brazil SAO PAULO Research Foundation (FAPESP) @
Turke The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Tiirkiye
the Y (TUBITAK) ®%
g‘f‘dle Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology %
ast Israel

Israel Science Foundation (ISF) ¥

International Organizations | United Nations University (UNU) o

Fellowships
& Postdoctoral Fellowship

Bilateral Programs
@ Researcher Exchanges ¥ Research Projects/ Seminars s Multilateral
and Other Programs




