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Kiku (Chrysanthemum)

What this flower signifies in Japan:
Nobility, idealism

This is one of the national flowers
of Japan. The petals in full bloom
are symbolic of the sun. A symbol
of nobility and idealism, the
chrysanthemum is the motif for the
Imperial Family crest and the badge
of National Diet members.
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Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy System in Japan

[ Prime Minister ]

| Provi

- - rovides frameworks

[ Cablnelt Office J for STI policy
[ MEXT Provides STI policies

i and budgets
[ JSPS ] Funding

| |
[Universities & Research Institutes / Researchers | Research and education

This chapter provides information on Japan’s academ-
ic research system.

4-1 Japan’s Science and Technology
Administration and Academic
Research Institutes

The Cabinet approved the “Science, Technology, and
Innovation Basic Plan” (2021-25) at a March 2021 meet-
ing as the basic guideline for creating and promoting the
policies governing innovation in science and technology
in Japan.

An administrative system for handling these issues was
established in January 2001, when Japan’s government
reorganized its ministries and agencies. The former Min-
istry of Education, Science and Culture —responsible
for education, culture and academic learning—and the
Science and Technology Agency were merged to form
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT), whose duty is to work on the
comprehensive promotion of science, technology and
academic learning. At the same time, the Council for Sci-
ence and Technology Policy —renamed the Council for
Science, Technology and Innovation in May 2014 —was
established within the Cabinet Office to deliberate on
basic policies for science and technology from the view-
point of the overall government.

In line with this, research institutes in Japan were reor-
ganized into Incorporated Administrative Agencies with
objectives that include encouraging more flexible opera-
tions. In April 2004, national universities were made na-
tional university corporations. Each university is expect-
ed to conduct operations with independence, developing
their own unique style of education and research.

From April 2015, Incorporated Administrative Agen-
cies were divided into three categories based on their
operational characteristics: the Agency Managed under
the Medium-term Objectives, the National Research
and Development Agency, and the Agency Engaged in
Administrative Execution. In 2003, the Japan Society
for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) became an Incorpo-
rated Administrative Agency under the administration of
MEXT, and it was categorized as an Agency Managed
under the Medium-term Objectives in 2015 (See page 37
concerning JSPS).

The main roles for the advancement of academic research
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in Japan are being pursued by universities and Inter-
University Research Institute Corporations, as well as the
national research institutes of various government agencies
and Incorporated Administrative Agencies.

The main academic research organizations are described
next.

4-1-1 Universities (Graduate Schools)

Education and research are being promoted together
at universities (graduate schools). Graduate schools in
particular play a vital role in the training of researchers.
For summaries on individual universities (gradu-
ate schools), please refer to the website of the Japan
Student Services Organization. https://www jasso.
go.jp/en/ryugaku/index.html

4-1-2 Inter-University Research Institute Cor-
porations

The Inter-University Research Institute was established
to support university researchers engaged in joint
research beyond the university framework and utiliz-
ing large-scale research facilities or large volumes of
data and materials. In April 2004, the Inter-University
Research Institutes that had been in existence were in-
tegrated into four new research institutes and incorpo-
rated. As a result, each research institute will have more
independence in their operation and be able to promote
strategies aimed at creating new academic fields. It is
expected that this new system will contribute to the re-
vitalization of academic research in Japan and enhance
its international competitiveness.

4-1-3 Research Institutes under Jurisdiction
of the MEXT and Others

Japan also has a large number of research institutes (Na-
tional Research Institutes, Incorporated Administrative
Agencies, Quasi-Governmental Organizations) under
the jurisdiction of the MEXT and other ministries and
agencies which conduct investigative research to meet
administrative objectives of the respective ministries and
agencies.
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4-2 Academic Societies

Information about academic societies in Japan is
published in the online List of Academic Societ-
ies ([N https://www.scj.go.jp/ja/gakkai/index.html),
managed by the Science Council of Japan (SCJ).

In addition, the website maintained by the National In-
stitute of Informatics provides information on the vari-
ous academic societies through links to these societies.
(See section 4-3.)

4-3 Academic Information System

Japan’s academic information system covers information
in all fields of study in the humanities and the social and
natural sciences, and distributes it through a wide net-
work. The core organization of this network is the Na-
tional Institute of Informatics (NII) which maintains
links with such organizations as information infrastruc-
ture centers at universities across Japan, information
processing centers, libraries, Inter-University Research
Institute Corporations, and academic societies. The NII
has built this academic information system and provides
academic information (some of it for a fee) required by
universities, research institutes, and overseas research-
ers.

% National Institute of Informatics, Research
Organization of Information and Systems

[ http://www.nii.ac.jp/en/

Main Services

(1) CiNii (NII academic content portal)
Comprehensive database service where you can search for various
types of academic information, including academic papers, litera-
ture and periodicals

(2) KAKEN (the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research database)
Service where you can search for outlines of research results
conducted under the grants-in-aid programs

(3) NII-REO (Electronic Journal Archive, Humanities and Social
Sciences Electronic Collection)
Provides a crossover search function among multiple elec-
tronic journals and the like, and article abstracts can be viewed
free of charge

(4) Webcat Plus (General catalog database search)
A service that provides information on books and periodicals
held in university libraries and other locations in Japan

(5) NACSIS-CAT/ILL (Catalog Information Services)
Provides a catalog database for materials held at university
libraries and research institutions and location information for
those materials

In addition, the Japan Science and Technology
Agency (JST)—a national research and development

35



v XA ‘;g 77:( E@:ﬁ]‘/yﬂhtﬁli’)
B4 T PN EE

Chapter 4 Academic Information

o LA

Hoxi(TE WHYx)

R T ozt CEER.

CLUDFAERIDPVIZDIES LA H A E UpILACS

*ETHEBREA Frepii R

W http://www.jst.go.jp

[gt# Ex]

@

@

FEHE A v 72 v % — (J.GLOBAL) : fH3l1= 47
ﬁufwtﬂgﬁﬁﬁ%%oag BRI L 72— U %

%%V& %qunmm'aﬁwﬁgﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁé
DBLELIDV

%%xmma?/% fwﬂ%iﬁ?é% ¥ 2

LA & ZUiFA%s) ¥ IEA .
it LB — e X (researchmap) : ’\Fa'ﬁ EhT

PLLOITAZDS FAESIL®BI LA

W3 EZFEWFIE T — & X — Xk ?*Lt\ i E e Nk
a2y —Yary¥y—Ex

FAxpIL® 25 1F L)

Mn%mﬂﬁlﬁ(mmnNHmw'ﬁ%®ﬁ%%?
FAEIL £< ¥ Lpol &< Lol 5 1FHL= 913
DOWIFERK - BT~ O ek A 2 %f\@l A — U 2
NAFHA LTV AF—yRX—ZAt % — (NBDC) : &
HLHL A AL

N A — y - 2 (HOWDY-R) Sk g}
Fe b N A 2 — %

agency under the jurisdiction of MEXT —actively
distributes information on Japanese science and tech-
nology through such measures as providing a database
of information on academic literature and on Japanese
research institutes and researchers in a directory for-
mat (some of it fee-based).

% Japan Science and Technology Agency
http://www.jst.go.jp/EN/

Main Services

(1) Japan Science and Technology Agency Link Center (J-Global)
A service that links and organizes information on science and
technology that had previously existed separately.

(2) Electronic journal (J-STAGE)
Supports the production of electronic versions of journals on
Japanese science and technology issued by academic societies

(3) researchmap— A next-generation research infrastructure
Communication service for researchers that links various types
of research databases open to the public.

(4) Researcher recruiting information (JREC-IN Portal)
Information service for researchers looking for employment as
a researcher or technician at Japan’s research institutes

(5) National Bioscience Database Center (NBDC)
Provides bioscientific databases such as the Human Organized
Whole Genome Database (HOWDY-R)
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