
Superlative knowledge is created by the tireless creative and cutting-edge work of researchers in fields from 
the humanities and social sciences to natural sciences, and has contributed a great deal to the development 
of human society. In addition to seeking the truth, the work of these researchers to create this superlative 
knowledge also provides society with solutions and footholds from which to surmount the complex and diverse 
challenges facing Japan, and the importance of this work grows day by day.

The third mid-term plan of JSPS sets out four fundamental pillars. One of these pillars is creating diverse 
world-level knowledge. As the only funding agency in Japan supporting academic research, we promote research 
that creates diverse knowledge, within a world-class academic system. The WPI Program forms part of this pillar. 
Ever since the launch of the WPI Program, JSPS has worked in tandem with MEXT on the review and evaluation 
of each WPI center.

Programs that support relatively large-scale and long-term research are normally subjected to an interim 
evaluation a few years after the research begins, followed by a final evaluation in the year in which the research 
ends. However, what makes the WPI Program different is that it involves a more thorough plan-do-check-act 
(PDCA) cycle than has been the case in other such programs. Specifically, with the intention of creating world-
leading research centers, WPI centers are continually improved through a review and evaluation process that 
involves not only interim and final evaluations, but also annual site visits by the Program Directors (PDs), as well 
as a Program Officer (PO) and working group members who are specially assigned to the WPI center in question. 
Furthermore, centers are evaluated by the Program Committee not only from a scientific perspective, but also in 
terms of the level of fusion, how global the center is, and the extent to which organizational reform is occurring.

Thanks to the considerable cooperation provided by the Program Committee members, the PDs, the POs, and 
working group members, who have devoted their precious time to carrying out annual evaluations and providing 
advice; and thanks, above all else, to the perseverance, the flexible response to daily changes occurring in global 
science, and the outreach activities of WPI researchers, especially the directors of each WPI center and the heads 
of their host institutions, research support staff, and administrative staff, each of the WPI centers was able to 
reach its respective targets. Moreover there have been many positive ripple effects from their research and other 
activities. This result is truly deserving of great praise.

In Japan we have a saying that a decade in the past is like ancient history, but there is nothing outdated about 
the WPI Program ten years on from its launch. Rather, it could perhaps be called an outstanding example to 
research organizations. It has tackled head-on the demands placed on contemporary academic research, 
namely, being “competitive, comprehensive, interdisciplinary, and international,” and it has achieved impressive 
results in doing so. JSPS intends to continue working to ensure that each WPI center is able to shine yet brighter 
and that the ripple effects from the example they provide reach all corners of Japan. We look forward to your 
continued understanding and support for the academic research activities that underpin these efforts to create 
superlative knowledge.
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