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Internationalization

Common indicators and targets

Development of International Cooperative Graduate Program
In September 2019, Rikkyo University (RU) accepted 16 international students as the fourth 
group through the scheme of International Cooperative Graduate Program. Since the program 
started in September 2016, RU has accepted a total of 47 international students from 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Nepal, Zambia, Benin, and the Philippines. Most of the graduates went 
back to their home countries to be engaged with their work at the government. It is expected 
that they will make a great contribution to their countries’ development after gaining and 
deepening their expertise. RU’s ASEAN liaison office works closely with our partner institutions 
in Indonesia to recruit qualified students from Indonesia. 
Graduate School of Social Design Studies has decided to participate in this program in 
September 2021, establishing a new program in English (Public Social Design) and accepting 
international students. The school started to promote their program especially among partner 
institutions and prepare for admission.

University reform
Formulation of Rikkyo Global Strategy 2.0

As we had a new President in AY 2018, RU enacted a mid-term plan, the Basic Concept for Comprehensive Development, 
in which the Rikkyo Global Strategy 2.0 was created as the core objectives in the area of international advancement. Vice 
President for International Advancement was put in charge of its execution to further develop the strategy and the vision of 
Top Global Universities Project based on the ongoing Rikkyo Global 24 internationalization strategy.
In AY 2019, RU’s plan was carried out as originally planned, setting up specific action plans and key performance indicators 
(KPI) for each component of the plan to materialize this vision.

English Translation of Syllabi
In AY 2019, RU translated the syllabi into English for all the courses offered by the Colleges (including the University-Wide 
Curriculum) and Graduate Schools (some doctoral courses are excluded), eventually uploading those on RU’s website. 
This initiative has brought us benefit to strengthen admission, publicizing our educational contents to the rest of the world. In 
future, while we continue to improve the syllabus format, we also work on credit compatibility to make it easily available with 
universities overseas. We will also continue to internationalize RU’s academic affairs system.

Development of New Admission System for Degree-seeking International Students
In Academic Year 2019, RU set up a working group consisting of faculty and staff, which was headed by the Vice President 
for International Advancement, and began to prepare for the introduction of a university-wide system to develop new 
curricula and entrance examination systems that will allow for the admission of more qualified degree-seeking 
undergraduate international students, primarily from countries and regions in Asia.
In addition to the English-track program, we plan to establish other program, in which students learn Japanese intensively 
after entering the university and then proceed to existing undergraduate curricula. Under the new entrance examination 
system, we aim to review the applications all year around to recruit more students from all over the world. We currently 
prepare to start accepting students under this new system in September 2022.
We expect this initiative to contribute to further strengthen internationalization of the university as a whole, because this new 
admission system, which does not require Japanese ability for admission, will attract more outstanding international students. 
Also, it is expected that this initiative may contribute to increase the awareness of diversity on campus.

Education reform
Expansion of external standardized tests of English for entrance exam

In order to recruit more students who are proficient in English, RU began to accept the External Standardized Tests of 
English (ESTE) that evaluates four key competencies for entrance exam in 2016. For admission in 2018, RU began to use 
its test scores for the “Admission accepting the score of National Center Test for University Admissions”, The total number 
of admission quota by the entrance exam using its test score turned out to be 1,601.
RU has made a decision to discontinue RU’s own English exam in the General Admission in AY 2021, replacing it with 
ESTE (Note: College of Arts still conducts its own English exam for selected exam dates). Thus, RU’s English exams for 
admission will be basically conducted by ESTE in AY 2021, and it is most likely that more students with higher command of 
English, who will meet our English standard, along with our linguistic education reform by the new curriculum of English in 
AY 2020 may apply for RU.

Graduates of International 
Cooperative Graduate Program

Development of Short-term Japanese Program
The Short-Term Intensive Japanese Program, which began in AY 2016, accepted a total of 17 students in two sessions 
during its initial year. We have brushed up the contents and expanded the scale of the program, which has been held three 
times per year since AY 2019. In total, 120 students from all over the world participated in this program. 
In this three-week program, students learn Japanese, while also attending lectures on Japanese Culture and Society and 
participating in field trips. The feedback from participants has been very positive, and the program has expanded since AY 
2018, when we started to accept a group of students from the University of Sydney.
This program, while providing exchange opportunities among students, has also played a strategic role to balance the deficit 
of student exchange with partner universities.

5. FY2019 Progress

Lecture of the Short-Term 
Intensive Japanese Program



Featured initiatives based on the characteristics of the university

GLAP (Global Liberal Arts Program)
RU officially launched an English-taught undergraduate program, Global Liberal 
Arts Program (GLAP), having accepted 21 students as a third group for the program in 2019, 
conducted the following: 

Free description
Participation in the KAKEHASHI Project

In March 2020, 23 students from RU were sent to visit the United States (Washington D.C. 
and Virginia) as part of the KAKEHASHI Project under the Japan’s Friendship Ties Programs 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan (MOFA). In AY 2019, RU was selected by MOFA as 
an institution for the project as the counterpart of our US partner institution, Randolph-Macon 
College. The contents of the program had to be adjusted because of the global pandemic, but 
our students travelled safely to the United States, in which they visited the Embassy of Japan 
and several Japanese companies in the vicinity of Washington, D.C., taking part in 
discussions on the history of Japanese Americans and attending lectures on political systems 
in Japan and the United States. The participants worked on uploading their experience on 
Instagram to disseminate it, which greatly contributed to showcase the attractive aspects of 
Japan and RU.

Rikkyo Minor Program
To increase the number of students registered in the Rikkyo Minor Program, which began in AY 2016, we have been 
working on the course registration period and registration process since AY 2018, and the number of students registered 
was found to have increased significantly to 9,500 (as of June 2020). Moreover, for AY 2020 and beyond, we have 
decided to establish the three themes, Global Leadership, International Cooperation, and Experience Opportunities in 
Japan for International Students in the Discipline Course based on the specialist fields of each College, thus expanding 
our range of courses with three new course offerings and 21 themes.
In AY 2019, the first group of 68 students completed this program. In future, we will make efforts to have more students 
completing this program, while strengthening promotion of this program utilizing the students, who completed this program 
as model student. Though “overseas experience” is required to complete the Minor Program, we took alternative measures 
to approve the overseas experiences via online as the requirement in AY2020, thus enabling students to complete the 
Minor Program despite the difficulty and challenges by COVID-19.

Meeting at the Embassy of Japan 
in the U.S.

University’s own indicators and targets

Development of Global Competencies Rubric and Implementation of 
Self-evaluation
Global Competencies (critical thinking, innovation, and empathy & cooperation) 
are defined as the abilities to be achieved by “Global leaders who can think and 
act independently and live in harmony with the world,” which is Rikkyo’s model 
individuals under the TGU Project. In AY 2019, we developed our own Learning 
Outcomes Rubric, which organizes the acquisition of those competencies into 
the Five Levels (five being the highest). Using the Rikkyo Jikan e-portfolio 
system, students registered in the Rikkyo Minor Program and GLAP students 
performed their self-evaluations. The results indicated that 36.0% students had 
achieved an average of Level Four or above on the rubric. Thus, we found that 
we have been able to establish a mechanism to visualize the learning outcomes 
of students with regard to the initiatives conducted under this plan.

(Outline of the Global Competencies Rubric)

Global 
Competencies

Assessment Parameters

Critical thinking
Analysis

Logical expression

Innovation Issue awareness & creativity

Empathy & 
Cooperation 

Multicultural understanding

Leadership

Communication

Study abroad to partner institutions:
GLAP students are required to study abroad for one academic year at partner 
Institutions, where liberal arts education is primarily conducted. In fall 2019, 17 GLAP students 
were sent to their destination to be engaged in studying abroad. GLAP has signed 
agreements with 25 partner institutions around the world (as of August 2020).  

Classes:
Students in the GLAP worked on the Tutorial (a method of intensive learning in a small class 
environment), in which the class is conducted by five or less students, and they selected one 
concentration in the three specialized areas, Humanities, Citizenship, and Business after 
returning from a full-year studying abroad. GLAP has been playing a leading and 
distinguished role at RU. As the year progresses, GLAP begins to offer the Global Studies 
Electives, which are offered as the electives for GLAP students. In addition, those courses are 
made available for the rest of the students, which is of great benefit to all the students at RU.

Faculty Development:
FD session was conducted by a visiting professor from RU’s partner university, Trinity University (Texas, USA) under the 
theme of how to make students understand the importance of liberal arts education and motivate them to study. Faculty 
members from GLAP as well as other departments participated in the session and discussed voluntary and active learning, 
in which a number of academic insights from global perspectives were shared among RU’s faculty and staff.

Orientation at the GLAP’s 
partner institution

Group discussion
in the class of GLAP



Internationalization

Common indicators and targets

Rikkyo Study Project launched as new admissions for Degree-seeking international students

In order to start the Rikkyo Study Project (RSP), new admissions for degree-seeking international students in September 2022, 
the working group organized in Academic Year 2019 and chaired by Vice President for International Advancement discussed 
the detailed framework of the project and specific proposals made by the working group relating to the entrance examination 
system, curriculum, scholarships, dormitories, etc. were further discussed and approved. This system is centered on the 
establishment of the two new programs : the PEACE Program, which offers courses taught entirely in English, and the NEXt
generation for Unity & Solidarity (NEXUS) Program, in which the students undertake intensive Japanese study after being 
admitted. With regard to the entrance examination system in particular, we have designed the system of admissions, in which the 
students are not required to travel to Japan to take the entrance exam, and successfully reached the agreements with eight high 
schools in Hawaii, Indonesia, Mongolia, Hong Kong, and Taiwan (as of the end of July 2021) for direct admissions and have also 
started publicizing the entrance examination externally by opening the PEACE Program recruitment website (April 2021).This 
system is expected to contribute to the internationalization of the university as a whole by making it possible to admit excellent 
international students whose Japanese-language proficiency may not be high at the time of application.

.

University reform
Advisory Committee makes recommendations in the Second Interim Evaluation Report

In the Activities Report from the Advisory Committee meeting held in March 2021, it was reported that, based on the 
recommendations of the previous year's Advisory Committee, this year’s activities focused on the following two areas: 1) 
increasing the number of students registered for the Rikkyo Minor Program and setting topics that make use of the university’s 
unique characteristics, and 2) making active use of external standardized English tests in the entrance exams. In addition, it also 
made a report on the results of the second interim evaluation of this project. The committee members, in light of the fact that the 
result of the evaluation was an A, recommended that the following four points be considered: 1) strengthening the outreach to
Asia and Africa, 2) reviewing the content of education with a view to the post-COVID era using online education, 3) establishing
the fields of study that are unique strengths to Rikkyo, and 4) reviewing the action plan to achieve the target values. They also 
suggested that the reforms be carried out with an awareness of developments after the completion of this project.

English-language Website Overhauled

In March 2018, RU completely overhauled the English-language version of the university website to increase the amount of 
information published in English and enhance overseas public relations. In April 2021, RU launched a website to recruit 
students for the previously mentioned new system for regular international students (RSP), thereby increasing the amount of 
information published in English and enhancing our overseas public relations.

Development of International Cooperative Graduate Program and Student Recruitment for a New Program (MSDA)

In Academic Year 2020, when the international cooperative graduate program celebrated 
its 5th anniversary, Rikkyo University (RU) accepted 13 new international students. 
So far, RU has accepted a total of 60 international students from Indonesia, Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Nepal, Zambia, Benin, etc., utilizing Indonesia Professional Human 
Resource Development Program PHRDP or JICA’s scholarship programs. 
As for the international students, who have been unable to travel to Japan due to the 
adjustments with the ASEAN Overseas Office and local universities caused by COVID-19, 
RU provided an appropriate support for them, so that they may be successfully accepted 
every year. Graduate School of Social Design Studies will a new program, 
Master of Social Development and Administrative Course in September 2021. 
Entrance exam was conducted in May 2021, and 7 students will enroll at the program in September 2021.

Online study abroad programs conducted

In Academic Year 2020, the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak limited the opportunities for a number of study abroad 
programs that involve international travel. In spite of this situation, the students remained highly enthusiastic about studying
abroad, and we offered various online programs such as overseas internships, the Rikuzentakata Project carried out jointly by 
Rikkyo University, Stanford University, and the University of Hong Kong, short-term language training, joint classes with 
partner universities, and online information sessions and exchange meetings with partner universities in GLAP, in which a 
total of 113 students participated. In anticipation of prolonged effects from the COVID-19 pandemic, we are also taking steps 
to offer as many opportunities as possible to study abroad in Academic Year 2021, such as reviewing the restrictions and 
criteria for sending the students to study abroad and providing more online study abroad programs.

Face-to-face lectures 

8. FY 2020 Progress

External Standardized Tests of English for the Entrance Exams

In order to recruit more students who are proficient in English, RU has been expanding the system of entrance exams to use 
the external standardized tests of English (ESTE) which evaluates four essential skills. RU introduced the system to use the 
results of ESTE for the entrance exams which use the National Common Test for University Admissions. Consequently, the 
total number of enrollment limit allocated for the use of ESTE in Academic Year 2020 was a record high of 1,986 people.
Beginning with the entrance exams in Academic Year 2021, RU discontinued its own English exams for the General 
Admissions and fully introduced ESTE to its entrance exams. Thus, in RU’s entrance exams, ESTE was fully introduced to the 
University. In addition, RU has been engaged in its linguistic educational reform which includes the increase of the courses to 
be taught in English since Academic Year 2020, it is expected that more students with high command of English may apply for 
admissions at RU.

Education reform



Featured initiatives based on the characteristics of the university
Global Liberal Arts Program (GLAP)

Four years after its establishment in Academic Year 2017, GLAP (a program that enables students to obtain a degree by taking the
classes that are entirely conducted in English) began accepting 18 fourth-year students in Academic Year 2020, and the following
initiatives were carried out.

Class of 2017 (first group of GLAP) graduates
In March, the program marked its first graduation, for the 18 students who joined the program
as the first-years student in Academic Year 2017. In their fourth year, the students had the 
opportunity to study with other undergraduates in the three specialized fields (Humanities, 
Citizenship, and Business) that they choose after returning from their study abroad, extending 
the benefits of GLAP to the entire university. In the “Final Year Seminar,” a compulsory subject 
in the fourth year, students wrote a graduation paper under the guidance of instructors in their 
respective specialized fields.

Online classes taken after returning from study abroad
GLAP requires the students to start studying abroad in the fall semester of their second year. 
However, due to the COVID-19 outbreak, all of the current third-year 18 students had to return home partway through their study 
period. After returning to Japan, all of them chose to take online classes of the universities where they studied abroad, earning the 
credits by taking online classes of the universities in the United States, Canada, the Netherlands, Italy, Greece, and Norway.

Free description
Opportunities for on-campus international exchange provided through the Global Lounge and 
other online services

Regarding the on-campus international exchange events held at the Global Lounge and other venues in 
regular years, 432 online events were held in Academic Year 2020, with a cumulative total of over 3,300 
students which includes international students participated. These events were designed to increase the 
motivation of students facing a variety of circumstances, such as those whose study abroad was 
cancelled or those who were starting preparations for study abroad in the future. By holding these events,
we were able to promote cross-cultural understanding and exchange among students in an online 
environment, and improve their motivation to engage in international exchange.

New Themes for RU Minor Program Offered

To increase the number of students who register for the RU Minor Program, which began in Academic Year 2016, RU has been 
working on improving the course registration period and registration process since Academic Year 2018, and the number of 
students who registered for the program was found to have significantly increased to 1,238 (as of June 2021). Since Academic 
Year 2020, the following new three themes: “Global Leadership (minor for GLP course),” “International Cooperation (English 
course for international cooperation human resources)” and “Experience Opportunities in Japan for International Students 
(course for international students which includes internship in Japan)” were offered, and a total of the 3 courses and 21 themes
are being expanded. In Academic Year 2020, 86 students completed this minor program. In future, RU will continue to work on 
increasing the number of students to complete this program by holding information session regularly for students to notify them 
of what they will be able to study in each theme and further promoting this program via students who completed this program. 
Though “overseas experience” is required to complete this minor program, RU took alternative measures to approve the 
overseas experience via online in Academic Year 2020, and it enables students to complete the Minor Program even under the 
challenging situation of COVID-19 which made international travel practically impossible.

First group of GLAP graduates

Online World Cafe

Leadership Education expands throughout the university

In Academic Year 2020, a total of 535 students took part in the Global Leadership Program (Rikkyo GLP) 
which provides all undergraduate students with leadership education, one of the distinctive 
features of the education Rikkyo offers. The Japanese foundational leadership subject 
GL101 was offered to a record 15 classes (capacity 300 students), with 903 applicants 
and 300 participants. Meanwhile, 37 students took the English foundational leadership 
subject GL111, meaning that both classes set records for the number of participants. 
In addition, there were 103 applicants and 36 participants for GL102, in which 
students learn theories and skills for exercising leadership for themselves and others 
through practical activities that go beyond the regular curriculum. For GL103, meanwhile, 
in which the students learn communication theories and skills for exercising leadership 
in a global environment, 110 students applied and 40 students participated. 
With various opportunities restricted due to the COVID-19 outbreak, the Rikkyo GLP classes served both as an opportunity 
for students to learn theories and skills to put into practice overseas, and as a learning opportunity for students unable to
travel abroad, including diversity and cross-cultural experiences.

University’s own indicators and targets
TOEIC CLUB 900 (Indicator 2)

Due to the full incorporation of English standardized tests into the entrance exams and the increase the number of students 
who are highly enthusiastic about studying abroad from the time they enter the university, the number of students with excellent
language skills, achieving a TOEIC score of 900 or above, has been increasing. In Academic Year 2020, such students 
numbered 392. In addition, with the new English curriculum introduced this year, we will build a system, in which the students 
engage in ongoing language learning, enabling them to improve their language skills even though COVID-19 has restricted the 
opportunities for overseas experience.

Face-to-face lectures in GL101






