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How to go about participating 
in the Program? Visit our website for further information

JSPS issues a continuous call for applications from JSPS Fellows.
Please use the contact information. 
Please be sure to read the Guideline on our website below before 
participation.

 　  Communication
JSPS gives the teacher in charge of the program at the participating 
school the JSPS Fellow's contact information. The teacher contacts the 
Fellow after which they plan together the content of the lecture 
session.

 　 

 　  Assistant
The Fellow may be accompanied by his/her colleague who can explain 
the essence of the lecture in Japanese or help the experiments. 

 　 

 　  Travel
The cost of the Fellow and the accompanying person's travel to the 
school from the host institution will be covered by JSPS in accordance 
with its regulations. If approved in advance by JSPS, lodging on the 
night before or on the night of the lecture may be covered.

 　 

 　  Lecture Materials
JSPS will pay for such items needed in preparing and delivering the 
lecture (consumable supplies, telecommunications & delivery fees, 
printing costs， miscellaneous expenses) in an amount up to￥50,000. 

 　 

 　  Submissions
Activity report and Questionnaire 
*As these materials will be posted on JSPS's website or publications, 
please be careful to properly annotate any copyrighted materials. 

 　 

Science Dialogue Website (English)

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-plaza/e-sdialogue/
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Contact us

You can see upcoming lectures and past lectures, 
and download the following materials. 

　Application Form 

　Report and Questionnaire Form 

Overseas Fellowship Division,
International Program Department, JSPS
5-3-1, Kojimachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083

03-3263-1730,4098

sdialogue@jsps.go.jp

03-3263-1854

　Across Japan, over 100 schools have participated in the program. In 

response to the past-lecture questionnaire, about 90% of the students 

said that they wanted to hear another Science Dialogue lecture, 
bespeaking the high level of program satisfaction.
　The total number of participating students is about 30,000 to date.
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The lecturers are highly talented young international researchers 
invited to conduct research in Japan funded by JSPS Fellowship 
programs. 

Who are JSPS Fellows? Who are JSPS Fellows? 

Countries of JSPS Fellow

Many young researchers from countries around the world come to Japan under JSPS's fellowship programs to 
conduct research in leading-edge scientific fields at Japanese research institutions. Under the Science Dialogue 
program, these talented researchers are invited to volunteer to give lectures in English at high schools in the 
vicinity of their host institutions. 

As an independent administrative institution under the jurisdiction of 

Japan’s Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

(MEXT), JSPS carries out programs to create diverse world level 

knowledge, build robust international cooperative networks, foster the 

next generation while enhancing the education and research functions 

of universities, and build evidence-based science-promotion systems 

and strengthening linkage with society.  As Japan’s leading science 

funding agency, JSPS has been allocated a budget of approximately 

￥305 billion for FY 2015.

Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science (JSPS)

What's Science Dialogue? What's Science Dialogue? 
Interlinking

the World
through Science



Science Dialogue
--Linking students to an expanded world via English   
   Bringing the future to the classroom

・The lecturer let the students introduce themselves in English. Calling 
them by name, the lecturer devised an experience that the students 
enjoyed, prompting them to tried hard to use English. I think they learned 
how much fun it can be to communicate in English.
・The students learned that in order to understand the lecture that just 
looking at the handed out materials is not enough, they must also look up 
information and study on their own before the lecture.
・Though there are differences in the students’  English proficiency, it was a 
good chance for them to try to understand the lecture and speak with 
some confidence to the lecturer.
・Most of the students got a better understanding of the need to study 
English. The 10th and 11th graders had not yet studied much of the lecture 
content. Though there were parts of it that they couldn’ t understand, they 
were very interested in the chemistry demonstrated by an experiment.
・At the end of the lecture, the lecturer held a Q&A session with the 
students in English. It was helpful strengthening their ability to 
communicate in English.

・The lecture raised my interest in scientific research and also in 
international relations.
・I’m a liberal arts major, and I’m not good at English. So, I’m happy that 
this experience gave me a closer feeling to the language.
・The lecture was given in easy-to-understand English. As it contained what 
was for me new information, I found it interesting.
・Listening to the lecture gave me the strong feeling that I lack hearing 
ability. That was good motivation for me to study English harder.
・As the lecturer used a video and photos, it was easy for me to understand 
even the more difficult part of her presentation.
・It was very beneficial for me to have this kind of a global experience 
while in high school.

・It definitely was meaningful for the students. I think these dialogues 
can help a lot in making Japanese students interested in science and 
other countries. It is a good idea to use as simple English as much as 
possible and good slides.
・It was a valuable experience for me to present my research to young 
Japanese people and discuss it with them.
・It was a beneficial experience for me to serve as a lecturer, because for 
young students one must prepare a really good-quality, easy-to-follow 
presentation and explanations. Participating in the program also made 
my life more colorful.
・I was particularly happy to be so warmly welcomed by the school 
principal and teachers as well as the students. All the students seemed 
happy to meet me and appeared to enjoy my lecture. I recommend that 
all JSPS fellows participate in this program. It is one sure way of 
developing and perpetuating science and research.
・My advice is that JSPS fellows should limit themselves to general 
language instead of the technical language used in the university. 
Furthermore, the use of images in one’s presentation slides is very 
helpful.
・The students appeared to be very interested in the advice I gave them 
about their career paths and what makes a good scientist. I think my talk 
had the effect of making some of the students more comfortable about 
the idea of becoming scientists. 
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Example of 
the Lecture

Before participating in this program, please obtain the consent of your host researcher.

Using a lot of figures, photos, and Japanese key words in your materials and slides will help to improve the students' 

understanding of your lecture. Utilizing experiments, specimens, models or other observational devices will help perk 

the students'curiosity.

If you are accompanied by your colleague, it is good to discuss the content of the lecture and its procedure with 

him/her beforehand, as well as with the teacher of the school. 

In giving your lecture, many past fellows advise you to use easy words and short sentences, and the most important 

thing is to speak SLOWLY.

To JSPS Fellows (Lecturers)

Tips fer

Success

Tips for

Success

The examples of other lecture titles
　   How Magnets Have Changed the World We Live In

Dr. Alexander T. TAGUCHI (Nippon Medical School / USA)Lecturer

　   An Introduction of Nano-scale World Based on the Materials Science and Engineering

Dr. Joohwi LEE (Kyoto University / Korea)Lecturer

　   The Life of Stars and of Their Planetary Companions 

Dr. Othman M. BENOMAR (The University of Tokyo / France)Lecturer

　   A Journey through Number Theory

Dr. Soma PURKAIT (Kyushu University / India)Lecturer

　After introducing herself, Dr. Nyström told the students about her mother country Sweden, describing its geology and education system. Having put the 
students at ease, she turned to her research on the immune system, explaining the effect that Helicobacter pylori and microorganisms have on it. In concluding, Dr. 
Nyström told the students why she decided to pursue a path of research and what it is that motivates her to take on research challenges.
　Upon finishing her lecture, Dr. Nyström thoughtfully answered each and ever question tossed to her by the students, which ranged widely from her daily life as 
a researcher to details about her research work. Moved by her bright personality and sincere attitude, the students naturally gravitated to Dr. Nyström after the 
group photo shoot, encircling and talking with her in a relaxed manner. 
　With the student moderators offering opening remarks in both English and Swedish, the Dr. Nyström was warmly received and her lecture carried out in a 
congenial atmosphere. 
　This was the first time for a Science Dialogue lecture to be held at Kyuyo High School. In advance of it the teachers in charge held preparatory discussions and a 
training session for the students the day before the lecture to optimize their active participation in it. 

Dr. Sanna Helena NYSTRÖM from Sweden
(Institute of Medical Science, the University of Tokyo)

July 2014

Okinawa Prefectural Kyuyo High School

Microbiota and Helicobacter pylori
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　Hailing from Thailand, Dr. Kongjaimun began her lecture by introducing her home country while pitching questions to the students. Dr. Kongjaimun is an 
expert in the field of selective plant breeding. She is currently working on yardlong beans, which are consumed fresh or as cooked pods in South and South-East 
Asia. She has already identified the gene that controls the length of the bean pod, and presented a paper on it. In her lecture, Dr. Kongjaimun showed the 
student a photo of an interesting tomato that was grown through cross grafting with a potato. It sparked the students riveted attention.  
　Animatedly, she went on to explain why she became a researcher. She told the students that many of foods we nonchalantly eat were, field grown, originally 
very small, ill-flavored, bad smelling, or unsightly. She said that much and relentlessly effort has been exerted by researchers to not only breed plants but also to 
improve their growing environment so that we can eat tasty and pleasing foods today. Dr. Kongjaimun told the students that she had embarked on a career as a 
researcher because she wanted to contribute to peoples’  lives through selective plant breeding. Listening to her lecture, the students, who are giving thought to 
their own future paths, asked volleys of questions, bringing the session to a fruitful conclusion.

Dr. Alisa KONGJAIMUN from Thailand
(National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences)

September 2015

Chiba Municipal Chiba High School

Agricultural Sciences: The Importance and
the Impact on Plants in the World

I am a teacher at Shizuoka Kita Junior and Senior High School, which is designated as a Super Science High School. Every year, the school offers Science 
Dialogue lectures for 9th, 10th and 11th graders. In carrying out the program, we as much as possible consult with the JSPS fellow about the content of his 
or her lecture so as to allow the students to study about the lecture topic in advance. Emphasis is placed on the students being able to hear and comprehend 
the lecturer’s speech. We always ask the lecturers to talk about their career paths, including why they chose their field of research. The lectures are, of 
course, designed to give the students both a good grasp and tangible feel for the topics. At the same time, they give us teachers a glimpse into research on 
science’s cutting edge.

Mr. Hiromitsu ONDA　English teacher at Shizuoka Kita Junior and Senior High School

Message to Future ParticipantsMessage to Future Participants


