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Abstract 

The immigrant, in transiting from a traditional space of residence to another space, is 

transformed into an atopos, without a place of his own in the social and cultural 

sense.  In this new space he is seen as inopportune and is the object of stereotypes, 

prejudices, and acts of intolerance.  This study analyzes Japanese immigration within 

this theoretical framework.  Critical reflection begets the following question, to 

paraphrase Abdelmalek Sayad, scholar of Algerian immigration to France: how does 

one remain Japanese after living outside Japan for many years?  When, with the 

passage of time, is a new space (topus) constructed in Brazil with a complex web of 

family relations and professional activity?  When are the children socialized and 

educated through schools, according to the Brazilian standards of being, feeling, 

thinking, and acting?  In this context the school appears as an unquestionable value 

for Brazilians of Japanese descent, is an essential instrument for social ascension, 

and is the place where the rules of civility and Brazilian active citizenship are 

acquired.  Our research clearly demonstrates that Brazilians of Japanese descent 

mobilized knowledge to plan and follow trajectories of sociocultural ascension, 

thereby contributing, alongside Brazilians of other ethnicities, to the construction of a 

dynamic, modern, multiethnic, and multicultural Brazilian society. 
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