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Core Institution University of Wisconsin 
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U.S.A. 
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Legal Information Institute, 
Law School of Cornell 
University, USA 1 
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Professor Christian Hathen 
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Sida 
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（１）Result of Program Implementation 
 
(Joint Research) 

In the first year of the research, we focused on promoting research planning, systemizing the method 
for conducting joint research, and consolidating research contents. 
Research Results 

A symposium entitled "The Role of Law in Development" was held in October 2004 in which 
approximately 200 people participated. The trajectory and research problems of postwar 
international aid were examined at the Symposium and the next theme for discussions has been 
decided to be on how to evaluate the results of aid for judicial reform. We also decided that a joint 
workshop would be conducted to review a project which provides necessary skills training for legal 
experts by utilizing IT. Tools which have already been developed so far will be utilized to further 
promote this research. In order to identify the kind of information to be shared globally with regard 
to building the legal infrastructure, Japanese and U.S. researchers held a research group meeting 
in the United States to study Japan’s activities in the field, and agreed on the need to have some 
sort of multi-tiered information in common and to develop a system which will enable us to share 
such information. We decided to go ahead with a joint Japan-U.S preliminary research on the 
actual function of law in Russia, and a preparatory conference was held for this purpose. The 
majority of the records of these conferences will be published in English.  

 
Current State and Progress 

A steering committee was established in October 2004 to manage the “hub” for this research. In 
November 2004, a workshop on Japanese legal assistance was held in the United States.  It has 
been decided that in April 2005, preliminary talks will be held in the United States to examine 
various techniques for evaluating judicial reform. We decided to hold an international conference in 
Vietnam in January 2006, in which aid agencies such as the World Bank will be invited to 
participate. Research groups have been set up on issues of Skills Education (Nagoya and 
Wisconsin), Social Security Acts (Nagoya and Lund), and Analysis of Legal Information (Nagoya 
and Cornell), etc, and concrete research programs for each of these groups has been established. 
Preliminary experiments with videoconferencing via the Internet have been carried out, and the 
capacity has been confirmed to be almost reaching a level suitable for practical communication 
between the United States and Japan. 
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(Seminar) 

With the aim of carrying out an overall evaluation of past research on “Law and Development” and 
also the establishing of future research programs, an international symposium on “The Role of Law 
in Development” was held on October 23-24 (in Nagoya City with approximately 200 participants). 
In this symposium, the history of Post-War legal assistance was examined and the meaning of joint 
research between donor and recipient countries on this subject was confirmed, and some concrete 
problems were identified with regard to issues such as the rule of law, democratization of society 
through law, and economic development through law. On November 5, 2004, a workshop on “Japan 
and Law & Development in Asia” was held at the University of Wisconsin in the United States with 
the attendance of 40 participants. At the workshop, the merits/demerits and problems of Japan’s 
legal assistance were examined. On December 10-11, a symposium on "Using Technology for Global 
Legal Education" was held at Nagoya University.  Thirty participants attended the symposium. At 
the symposium, realities of technical skills education for legal professionals in Japan and the U.S 
were examined, and the potential of new educational techniques utilizing the IT was examined. 
Specialists from Russia, China, South Korea, and Thailand also joined in the symposium.  
On March 21, 2005, Professor Kathryn Hendley, Russian law specialist of the University of 
Wisconsin, was invited to conduct a seminar on "Doing Business in Russia: Does Law Matter?".  
At the seminar, Professor Hendley discussed the question of how law is used in Russia during its 
transition towards the market economy together with Japanese researchers on Russian and 
socialist laws, the staff of legal departments of private companies, and international students of 
Nagoya University. 

  
(Researcher Exchange) 

In order to create a network between Nagoya University and the universities of Wisconsin and 
Cornell in the U.S., and Lund University of Sweden, constituting the hub of this research network, 
researchers and people in charge of this project have together conducted a series of exchange, 
identified research themes, and planned for organization of workshops. Below is a partial outline of 
these activities: 

Late May, 2004: Professor Irish and Professor Katcher of the University of Wisconsin visited 
Nagoya University to discuss the commencement of the research.  

Late September, 2004: To establish the hub of the network, Nagoya University staff involved in 
the projected visited the University of Wisconsin and Lund University in two separate 
groups. Further examination of the details was carried out at the October symposium in 
Nagoya.     

March, 2005: Staff of Nagoya University visited Cornell University to join in a seminar and 
discussions on the use of information technology for English translation of foreign laws 
and regulations.  
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(2) Achievements in FY2004 (Self Review)  

A joint research steering committee established by Nagoya, Wisconsin, Cornell, and Lund 
Universities, to promote research which may contribute to improving legal assistance activities, 
was convened in October, 2004. This committee decided to hold a conference in January 2006 in 
Vietnam on the theme of evaluation of judicial reform.  Preparations are currently in progress.  A 
preparatory workshop will be held in April 2005 in Madison, Wisconsin. We have agreed to 
organize a follow-up workshop, which will likely be hosted by the Lund University of Sweden. 
Negotiations to add universities from Germany, France, and Australia to the research hub are also 
under way. The partnership framework is proceeding well beyond our expectations, and research 
results are being published in English. Efforts to build up partners at the researchers’ level are also 
being made across both the law and the information science disciplines. 
 

 

(3) Future Plan (Measures toward Achieving Research Objectives)  

This project aims to create a real network for research.  Based on the achievements of this fiscal 
year, we will establish research themes for the study of legal assistance (such as by asking how we 
are going to judge the success or failure of judicial reform activities?), under the umbrella of 
international cooperation. At the international symposium to be held in Vietnam in January 2006, 
we will seek to gather materials and research results which will be useful for developing countries. 
Furthermore, we are making efforts to form a network of researchers and practitioners to promote 
effective function of legal assistance activities and to establish an IT system capable of supporting 
the stable operation of this network. 
 

 


