
Executive Summary 

 

The JSPS-LIPI Core University Program in the Field of Wood Science started since 1996 for 

conducting the international cooperative research to establish the science for the sustainable 

development and utilization of forest resources in the tropics. The Research Institute for Sustainable 

Humanosphere (RISH), Kyoto University, which was established since 2004 from the previously 

existing organizations, the Wood Research Institute (WRI) has been implementing collaborative 

research with the counterpart core institute, the Research and Development Unit for Biomaterials, 

Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI), which has recently become independent and expanded from 

the Research Center for Physics, LIPI, the collaborating universities in Indonesia, and Universiti 

Putra Malaysia (UPM) in Malaysia. 

The program has been focusing on the establishment of the sustainable production and 

utilization system for forest resources especially in the tropical regions, where contains a plenty of 

resources and biodiversity. Our research target is also indispensable for promotion of the wood 

industries of Japan and Indonesia, as well as other Southeast Asian countries. By this year, 151 

Japanese scientists, 164 Indonesian scientist and 12 scientists from Malaysian universities, and one 

scientist from Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam, respectively, have been engaged in this program to 

expand the research collaboration. 

We have set up for convenience four major research areas for the collaborative research: 1) 

Wood material science, 2) Wood biomass chemistry, 3) Wood bioscience, and 4) Wood and 

environment science, and since 1996, 26 collaborative research projects have been conducted. We 

have obtained the academic achievements which have been published in the scientific journals, as 

well as the technological knowledge which was practically conducted in the commercial process.  

Another important academic activity is the organization of the international wood science 

seminar/symposium (IWSS). The first IWSS was held in Kyoto, Japan, in 1996, and since then, four 

symposia have been held every two years in Serpong and Kyoto, in turn. In 2005, which is the last 

fiscal year of the program, the 6th IWSS was held in Bali, Indonesia. The scope of the meeting was 

focused to summarize the program and propose future collaborations.           

After the start of the program, five Indonesian scientists who are members of the program 

have graduated from Kyoto University and received their PhD degrees either on the PhD course of 

study or through the Ronpaku system. At present, three scientists are studying in Kyoto University as 

PhD degrees candidates. 

It is noteworthy that the Core University Program contributed significantly to the establishment 

of the Indonesian Wood Research Society in 1996. The society grew up in the numbers of the 

members as well as the research activities publishing the academic journal. Also, it should be noted 

that a research center for biomaterials has been established. In the reorganization of LIPI in 2001, the 



establishment of a biomaterial research center was proposed, based on the successful results of the 

Core University Program, and the laboratory has become independent and expanded to become the 

Research and Development Unit for Biomaterials (RDUB) 

In the midterm and the end of the program, we published the research reports entitled as 

“Science for Sustainable Development and Utilization of Forest Resources in Tropics“, to 

summarized the research results of this program. For evaluation of the program, the evaluation 

reports on the program were published on 2003 and 2005, and circulated to the related researchers 

and organizations. The activities of the program has been announced by the brochure of 

“International Newsletter” from 1997(No.1) to 2006(No.18), and presented on the web-site of 

home-page of our institute. 
 


