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評価資料の要約（英文） 

 

The JSPS Multilateral Core University Program “Coastal Oceanography” has been conducted 

by five Southeast Asian countries (Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippine, Thailand and Vietnam) 

and Japan for 10 years (2001/2001-2010/2011). This program covered the following four 

research subjects: Project 1, Water circulation and the process of material transport in the 

coastal areas and marginal seas of the East and Southeast Asia; Project 2, Ecology and 

oceanography of harmful marine microalgae; Project 3, Biodiversity studies in the coastal 

waters of the East and Southeast Asia; and Project 4, Pollution of hazardous chemicals in the 

coastal marine environment and their ecological effect. In particular, Project 3 was composed 

of the following four groups: 3-1, Fish Group; 3-2, Benthos Group; 3-3, Seagrass/seaweeds 

Group; and 3-4, Plankton Group. The 222 foreign scientists from 24 institutes/universities 

(Indonesia, 4; Malaysia, 7; Philippines, 5; Thailand, 6; Vietnam, 2) and 104 Japanese 

scientists from 23 institutes/universities joined this program and worked together under the 

common principles. Five joint seminars, 11 coordinator’s meetings, and 88 workshops were 

organized with cooperation of five Southeast Asian countries and Japan. In the workshop, we 

shared our time for presentation, exchange of up-to-date information, and establishment of 

research plan. In order to encourage young scientists, we also held training courses using field 

guides of fish, seagrasses, and benthos, textbooks and analytical manual of plankton and 

hazardous chemicals, all of which has been compiled/published by the project members. The 

activities of the five projects resulted in publication of approximately 1300 peer-reviewed 

scientific papers (1070 articles in peer-reviewed journals, 228 in proceedings), 139 books or 

book chapters and 30 articles in other forms. Especially, the field guides of fish and sea grass 

and the analytical manual and CD of hazardous chemicals are highly favorably evaluated by 

scientists and the institutes/universities of Asian countries. Based on the present scientific 

evidences, it is very important to continue and enhance this system of multilateral 

collaboration among these Asian countries, which is expected to contribute to environmental 

conservation not only in Asian countries but also in the world.    

 




