5-3-1 Kojimachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083
Telephone: +81-3-3263-1943 Facsimile: +81-3-3237-8305

March 6, 2018
Dear ERC Grant Holders who interested in hosting a JSPS Research Fellow:
Thank you for expressing a willingness to host JSPS Research Fellows under the FY2018 program
“Research Visits of JSPS Research Fellows to ERC-supported European Teams.”
Using the above program, a JSPS Research Fellow expresses a desire to carry out research while
staying at your laboratory. With much appreciation, we look forward to your cooperation in
facilitating the hosting in Europe of Japanese researchers.
The Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) is Japan’s core research funding agency.
One of our functions in advancing scientific research is to provide support for researchers.
In May 2015, JSPS entered into an Implementing Agreement with the European Commission (EC)
and European Research Council (ERC), under which the program “Research Visits of JSPS
Research Fellows to ERC-supported European Teams” was started with the ERC. Its function is to
proactively dispatch young Japanese researchers overseas in cooperation with the ERC. JSPS
Research Fellows are postdoctoral researchers and doctoral students selected for “JSPS Research
Fellowships for Young Scientist.” Each year, about 10,000 applications are received for JSPS
Research Fellowships for Young Scientist, among which about 10% of postdocs and 20% of doctoral
students pass through the narrow gate of a highly competitive selection process. The selectees are
truly young researchers of high future potential. Some 90% of them go on to securing full-time
employment in research positions. In Japan, this fellowship program is widely known as being the
“gateway to success.”
We believe this ERC-JSPS collaborative program, which allows European researchers who receive
ERC grants to host a JSPS Research Fellow in their labs, to be very meaningful in terms of
advancing scientific research in both Japan and Europe.
Again, we look forward to and very much appreciate your cooperation in carrying out this
collaborative program.

Yuko KAMOSHITA
Head,
Overseas Training Program Division
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

