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Dissociated animal cells can actively move. Also during development, cells
undergo active movement as well as deformation of cell layers, indicating that cell
motility is essential for body construction. On the other hand, cells are attached to
each other to maintain the body. Therefore, cell adhesion needs to be regulated for
cells to move. Conversely, the cell adhesion itself is known to regulate cell
movement. In this study, we explore the mechanisms of how cell adhesion
molecules co-operate with cytoskeletal proteins to regulate cell behavior. The
outcomes of this study are expected to contribute to not only our deeper
understandings of developmental mechanisms but also designing remedies for
cancer metastasis.




