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Theatre in China has not just been a form of cultural entertainment, but has also 
had close bearings on the psychological makeup of the Chinese, the formation of 
their attitudes, and the spread of Sinocentric thought. Its origins lie in the court 
theatre of the Qing dynasty, and theatre was considered to go beyond the confines 
of performing art and form part of national culture. In this study we will take up 
the culture of court theatre, which formed part of the Qing’s national policy and, 
focusing on its social reception and development, will clarify the role played by 
Qing court theatre within the system of rule of the Great Qing Empire (gurun), 
and we will deduce its cultural characteristics and further advance the 
substantive understanding of China. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


