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【Outline of survey】  
Study on tomb figurines is one of the significant subjects in Chinese art history. The figurines 

of the Sui and Tang dynasties excavated from tombs in various regions of China are particularly 
rich in quantity, which enhances further investigation on their stylistic transitions and regional 
characteristics. The purpose of this study is to conduct an elaborate research on excavated 
materials mainly from datable tombs and elucidate the historical development of the Sui and Tang 
tomb figurines. This would be discussed from multilateral aspects including stylistic changes, 
regionality, production techniques and funerary concepts among different periods and regions. In 
collaboration with top rank scholars in Japan and China, this study is based on field research in 
China and takes original approaches to the following four issues: 1) influence on the Sui and Tang 
tomb figurines from those of the Northern and Southern dynasties; 2) stylistic transitions and 
regionality of tomb figurines of the Sui and Tang dynasties; 3) production techniques and 
workshops of the Sui and Tang tomb figurines; and 4) funerary concept in the Sui and Tang 
dynasties observed from the figurines. This survey will expand previous academic 
accomplishments of art historical research on pottery figurines of the Northern and Southern 
dynasties, and add new vision to the studies on art history from the Northern and Southern 
dynasties to the Sui and Tang dynasties, which have recently been drawing attention of scholars. 
 
【Expected results】  

This study, based on investigation of rich excavated materials and kiln sites, is expected to shed 
light on understanding the substance of tomb figurines in the Sui and Tang dynasties by 
examining their physical characteristics, stylistic changes, regional distinctions, production 
techniques and workshops as well as their relationship with the concept of funerary practices. As 
artistic diversity from the Northern and Southern dynasties to the Sui and Tang dynasties is now 
being regarded as a significant element, such survey is an extremely timely project in terms of 
adding new viewpoints to researches on art history of the Sui and Tang dynasties and other 
relevant fields of study. 
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