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— A New Legal System for Liberty and Communality-
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Abstract of Research Project

Japan has been in quest of a new form of government for the past decade that is likely not only to
effect individual autonomy but also to increase social welfare through free and competitive market.
Mere deregulation would allow unfair transactions to proliferate and solidarity in the citizenry to
deteriorate. This research project aims to lay groundwork for a middle way that will balance
individual liberty and social solidarity between the pervasive rule-of-law command and control
approach and the pervasive lasses-faire approach. The project consists of three major inquiries
into structure of market, social ordering, and mechanisms of enforcement. First, it will examine
legal frameworks for free and competitive market and fair trade, and for organizational structure
that will both invigorate commercial activities and deter deviant business behaviors. Second, it
will examine contracts, liability regime and family as an institution that serves individual
autonomy and generates interdependence among citizens, and ways to improve social safety net.
Third and lastly, it will examine enforcement mechanisms for private and public ordering. The
output of these inquiries is expected to inform a set of recommendations on regulatory programs to
be implemented for a better form of governance in Japan.



