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Abstract of Research Project

Proteins are one of the most important biomolecules required for the normal cellular activities.
Cells have sophisticated systems not only for promotion of the productive folding of newly
synthesized proteins but also for prompt degradation and elimination of misfolded proteins. In
this project, we attempt to clarify comprehensively the interaction network between the factors
involved in these cellular systems. We are also engaged in structural studies with the purpose of
understanding the operating mechanisms of the systems at the molecular level. New cell
biological insights obtained here will be useful for the elucidation and the therapy of several
diseases caused by misfolded proteins that accumulate in the cell, which we expect will include
enormous social contributions and impacts.



