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Promoting research in Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP):
towards establishing the international leadership

Principal Investigator Name Yoshiyuki Tatsumi

Institution Department Title of Position Japan Agency for Marine-Earth

Science and Technology, Institute for Research on Earth Evolution, Program Director
Number of Researchers 5 Term of Project

Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP) is a big, international scientific project for which Japan is
acting as a leading country and delivers a new riser-drilling research vessel, ‘Chikyu.’ This Grant-in-Aid
for Creative Scientific Research Project is aiming at leading the IODP research and focusing on
comprehensive understanding of the following four topics: 1) the Nankai Trough seismogenic zone, 2)
continental crust formation at the Izu-Bonin-Mariana intra-oceanic arcs, 3) linkage between large mantle
plume activity and oceanic anoxic events, and 4) nature of the Moho discontinuity, i.e., the crust-mantle
boundary.



