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In May 2004, a project to form a consolidated center 

for advanced science and medical care at Waseda University 

was funded by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 

Science and Technology of Japan as a Program for the 

Strategic Development of Research Centers (Super COE). In 

June 2004, the Consolidated Research Institute for Advanced 

Science and Medical Care, Waseda University (ASMeW), was 

established to carry out cutting edge research and 

development and to nurture top level human resources in the 

field of health and medical care.  

One of the main aims of the Institute for Biomedical 

Engineering (BME Institute), which will serve as the central 

organization of ASMeW, is to form synergistic partnerships 

with other medical schools and research institutions in Japan 

to ensure the progress of research in life science, health care 

and medical treatment, as a message from Waseda University 

to the world. ASMeW also includes the Strategic Management 

Center (SMC), which operate training programs designed to 

produce human resources equipped with high-level 

management and science communication skills along with the 

ability to conduct highly advanced research. We call these 

talented individuals Super Technology Officers (STO). 

Currently, about 12 young male and female researchers with 

doctorate degrees in science have been selected as STO 

candidates. In addition to being involved in the latest research, 

they are pursuing a study to earn the degree of MBA. The 

Super Open Laboratory (SOL) was founded in March 2005, 

which provides researchers with opportunities to acquire 

skills crucial for performing advanced research, such as 

nanometer scale fabrication skills, analytical measurement and 

evaluation skills, and biotechnology skills. The SOL also 

contributes to the implementation of the curriculum to train 

STOs. The Institute for Biomedical Engineering and the SMC 

are working in close cooperation within ASMeW to conduct flexible, effective research, education, and management.  
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Super Technology Officer (STO) program
- developing researchers to be international leaders in science 

for the betterment of society and the world

- creating a new career path for mature researchers

World-wide experiences; discussing and negotiating projects with 
important people+

Global and regional network Experience through activities to 
promote an understanding the importance of science technology+

Development of Young Researchers through STO 
Program

After World War II, Japan has made a dedicated effort to become a world leader in science and technology, and 

it retains its status to this day. To extend this initiative into the future, we need to explain the importance of 

promoting science and technology to the public, while at the same time attracting children’s interest in these fields. 

Young researchers at ASMeW are actively involved in sharing their firsthand experiences with children and making 

classroom visits intended to increase children’s understanding of science and technology. Such programs comprise 

another important aspect of ASMeW’s activities, and they have already produced substantial results. Currently, 

about 130 team members are working together on research and education at ASMeW, including about 50 ambitious, 

young researchers from other countries. With an approach based on the ASMeW slogan “Looking to Tomorrow”, 

members of our science and humanities faculties and research institutes are collaborating closely in making an 

integrated effort to create an innovative research group, never before existed at Waseda University.  


