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"Nitric oxide as a unique signaling molecule in the cardiovascular
system"

Louis J. IgNARRO /2O D XN/

1998 Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine

for his discovery concerning nitric oxide as a signaling
molecule in the cardiovascular system.

Affiliation: Department of Molecular and Medical Pharmacology, UCLA
School of Medicine

Louis J. Ignarro, pharmacologist in Los Angeles, participated in the quest for EDRF
(endothelium-derived relaxing factor)'s chemical nature. He performed a brilliant



series of analyses and concluded in 1986, together with and independently of Robert
Furchgott, that EDRF was identical to NO. The problem was solved and Furchgott's
endothelial factor identified. This was the first discovery that a gas can act as a
signal molecule in the organism.
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